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DEUTERONOMY, CHAPTER 1
And I charged your Judges at that time, Saying, 
Hear the causes between your brethren, 
and judge righteously between every man and his brother, 
and the stranger that is with him.
Ye shall not respect persons in judgement; 
but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; 
ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; 
for the judgement is God’s: and the cause that is too hard for you, 
bring it unto me, and I will hear it.
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SELECTED CANONS FROM THE CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

(H) Compensation, Reimbursement and Reporting.

(1) Compensation and Reimbursement. A full-time judge may receive compensation
and reimbursement of expenses for the extra-judicial activities permitted by this Part,
if the source of such payments does not give the appearance of influencing the judge’s
performance of judicial duties or otherwise give the appearance of impropriety, subject
to the following restrictions.

(a) Compensation shall not exceed a reasonable amount nor shall it exceed
what a peron who is not a judge would receive for the same activity.
(b) Expense reimbursement shall be limited to the actual cost of travel, food
and lodging reasonably incurred by the judge and, where appropriate to the
occasion, by the judge’s spouse or guest. Any payment in excess of such an
amount is compensation.
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As  o u r  s e a s o n a l  
weather forecaster
Punxsutawney Phil

told us several days ago that
we could look forward to 
an early spring we find 
ourselves awaiting a major
winter storm that predicts over
two feet of snow on the east
coast. My mentioning of these
meteorological occurrences
only serves as a hopeful

reminder that spring is not far away. What is 
surprising to me is how quickly time has passed 
since my last message to you. Before we know it we
will be meeting at this year’s conference in Lake
Placid and as our Conference and Judicial Education
and Training Committees are well aware, that time
will be here very quickly. I can tell you that this 
group of dedicated individuals is determined to 
provide our membership with a very professional 
educational experience. 

This is also the time of the year where we
intensify the pursuit of our legislative agenda. Being
that this is the first year of a two year legislative 
session the process gets delayed because any of our
previous legislative initiatives either have been lost or
are in need of being re-filed and the process starts
over. As of this writing I am only aware of one of our
previous bills being introduced and numbered. Bills
A/2026A-2013 and S/1695A-2013 (authorizes courts
to suspend a driver’s license where the holder fails to
adhere to the court), are a continuation of many years
of attempts to allow courts to suspend a license when
a defendant fails to appear, pay a fine, complete 
alcohol awareness classes or complete community
service in Alcohol Beverage Control Law Section 65c
cases (Possession of Alcohol by Persons under 21 with
intent to consume) 

Last year NYSMA conducted a survey of our
members on this particular subject and we received
over 420 responses that overwhelmingly requested
that legislative action be taken to allow our courts to 

be able to close these cases, at present we have no
such ability. To amplify our efforts this year we have
provided you with a fact sheet and sample legislative
support letter. To further assist you in contacting your
legislative representatives we have added to our 
website a list of their e-mail addresses and a fillable
form that you can simply insert your representatives
address, print and fax or download and e-mail. Please
follow the instructions provided and help us get this
legislation passed. Please consider that your input is
important even if you don’t have many of these cases. 

As always we will be vigilant with regard to
the remainder of our legislative agenda as well. It’s
important for each of our members to be aware of the
effort NYSMA expends in both personal time and
expense getting the attention of our legislators. Our
Legislative Committee is made up of a team of very
experienced individuals that will assemble teams to
promote the legislation voted on by our members.
This year we have spent a considerable amount of
time identifying the proper times to make our visits
cost effective and productive now that the leadership
has been identified. Each of you will also find a copy
of our committee listing on our website as well. 

At this time I am also happy to report Judges
Jowdy, Quinn, Sirago and I had an opportunity to
meet with Deputy Chief Administrative Judge
Michael Coccoma and review our legislative agenda
and related issues. As always we inquired about 
portions of the action plan that have yet to be 
implemented. The topic of having court clerks in each
court and hopefully someday getting a certification
program was discussed. Fiscally we are aware that this
goal has its restrictions. The positive news is that
Judge Coccoma suggested that a working committee
be formed to actively pursue these goals. In the next
few months that committee will be formed consisting
of all the stakeholders so that we may be able to fill a
void that is so desperately needed. Let me be very
clear in stating that this is a step to reinforce the great
work that is being done by The New York State
Association of Court Clerks. NYSMA certainly 
supports their fine work and would like them to know
we certainly appreciate all they do. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hon. 
Gary A. Graber
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At this point I would also like our membership
to know that we will be very diligent on the issues
brought up in the governors budget regarding the
restrictions on plea bargaining as well as the items
that concern us that were brought up in Judge
Lippmann’s 2013 State of the Judiciary speech 
several days ago that concern our courts. I believe it’s
too early to comment on them and any concerns will
be addressed at the March meeting of the NYSMA
Executive Board. 

Finally, I would like to thank those counties that 
have extended their hospitality to me in my visits
throughout the state. I will again remind each of you
that you are the cornerstones of our system. We are
here to help in any way we can whether it’s an indi-
vidual, local or state level issue. It is truly a pleasure
serving each of you. 

President’s Message Cont…

Executive Committee Highlights

Highlights of the December 8, 2012 Executive
Committee Meeting held at the Hotel Utica,
Utica, NY are presented for your information.

President Gary A. Graber welcomed all attendees to
the Hotel Utica meeting site. He noted his numerous
County Magistrates Association visits. Discussion 
was held on many of the Committee reports. The
Office Committee proposed the idea of offering an
option for our members to receive The Magistrate in
an online pdf version rather than mailing it. The 2013
Budget was proposed and with some amendments
were adopted. 

The Site Selection Committee presented six proposals
for the 2014 conference; they were the Crowne Plaza
in Lake Placid, the Crowne Plaza Syracuse, the
Sheraton at the Falls in Niagara Falls, Double Tree by
Hilton in Syracuse, the Sheraton Syracuse University
Hotel in Syracuse and the Villa Roma Resort &
Conference Center in Callicoon. After discussion of
each of the proposals a vote was taken and the
Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel in Syracuse was
selected as the 2014 conference site.

The next Executive Committee meeting will be held 
at the Holiday Inn Resort in Lake George on 
March 9, 2013.

A GLANCE AT MEMBERS AND SALARIES: 2012

Member Salaries ($) No. of Members
0 2,999 142
3,000 7,999 421
8,000 12,999 488
13,000 17,999 230
18,000 22,999 124
23,000 27,999 87
28,000 32,999 66
33,000 34,999 29
35,000 37,999 15
38,000 and over 95
Retired 1288

Source – NYSMA

Comparison of 1991 to 2011 Receipts and Distribution
for Town and Village Courts

Totals Collected      State          County      Town/Village Courts
1991    $115,048,033.88 54,413,011.86 10,196,461.09 50,438,560.93

2011    $243,874,960.19 112,625,894.64 9,811,328.27 121,437,737.28

Source – Office of the State Comptroller
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The “Grant Girls”

Christina Curran and Darlene Murray have
recently started work at the Office of Justice
Court Support (OJCS) based in Albany as 

New York State Outreach Liaison and DWI Clerk
Liaison.  These two positions were created through a
federal grant from the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration and the NYS Governor’s
Traffic Safety Committee, and Christina and Darlene
are affectionately being called “the grant girls”.  You
may be hearing from them soon!

Christina and Darlene will be attending
statewide conferences as well as local training 
programs for justices and clerks.  They will be making
themselves available to local court justices and clerks
across the State to facilitate a dialogue on issues 

facing the courts in Driving While Intoxicated 
(DWI) cases.  Information will be gathered to gain
insight on potential improvements including producing
more consistent information, tracking and better 
communication between traffic safety agencies.  

“We are thrilled to have Christina and Darlene
on board with us as we work with local justices and
their clerks on any and all concerns relating to alcohol
related offences and the prosecution process. The
OJCS looks forward to introducing Christina and
Darlene to the local courts and we are confident 
they will be an asset in assisting the justices and
clerks in addressing their concerns,” said Honorable
Nancy Sunukjian, Director of the Office of Justice
Court Support.

The two women come with a strong legislative
background having both worked in the New York
State Senate for numerous years.  If you would like
them to attend your monthly Magistrate meetings,
they can be contacted at OJCS at 800-232-0630 or
through their emails at ccurran@nycourts.gov and
ddmurray@nycourts.gov.

Christina resides in Rensselaer County with
her husband Michael and two teenage sons, and
Darlene resides in Saratoga County with her husband
Bill and has two adult sons.

Red Hook Courts Obtain Grants

The Town and Village of Red Hook Justice Courts
have received grants of $6,485.00 to pay for
computer equipment and painting of the Town

Courtroom.
Town Justice Jeffrey Martin said: “We are deeply

gratified that we were able to obtain the funds for
these important court enhancements at no direct cost
to the Red Hook taxpayers.”

Town and Village Justice Jonah Triebwasser
went on to say that “These grants were a team effort.
I thank the court staff - Court Clerks Kathy Fell, 
Nancy Roberts and Lori Urbin - as well as the Town
and Village Boards, and various members of the Town
and Village staff for their invaluable assistance in
obtaining these funds.”

This is the fifth year that Justices Martin and
Triebwasser obtained court grants. Since 2007, they have
obtained more than $71,000.00 in grants, furniture
and equipment for the Red Hook Courts from sources
outside of direct Red Hook taxpayer funding.
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Continued on Page 6

ABC 65c

Abill is being requested by the New York State
Magistrate’s Association which will enable the
courts in New York State to suspend driver’s

licenses when youths, under the age of 21, who have 
been sentenced for alcohol use, do not comply with their
sentence.

The New York State Environmental Prevention Task Force
which has a state-wide constituency of over 90 community
coalitions (as well as other interested parties) formed to
address alcohol and other drug policy issues as they pertain
to New York State youths supports this bill.

According to the New York State Assembly 2011 Annual
Report Committee on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse, a Legislative
Hearing was held on Wednesday, May 25th 2011 in Albany,
New York.  During that hearing it was noted that according
to the Youth Development Survey (YDS) conducted by the
New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Services (OASAS), it is estimated that, over 900,000 under-
age youths statewide consume alcohol each year and one
out of every three 13 year–olds in New York State has tried
alcohol. In 2007, underage drinking cost New York State
$3.5 billion due to work loss, medical care and other problems
associated with the use of alcohol by youths. Further, it has
been reported that in 2007, underage drinking represented
17 percent of all alcohol purchased in New York State, totaling
over $2 billion dollars.

The New York Magistrate’s Association recently completed
a survey of its members throughout the State of New York
and found their membership supported the legislation.

The survey showed the present estimate of the number of
cases in which defendants failed to appear or complete any
part of their sentence due to the limitations of existing
statutes as there is no way to assure that conditions of a
sentence are completed. 

The results of our survey are as follows:

• failure to appear prior to arrangement 20% - 56.7%
• failure to pay fine 20% - 39.2%
• failure to complete alcohol awareness classes - 20%  40.3%

• failure to complete community service - 20%  40.2%
The NYS Environmental Prevention Task Force emphasizes
the societal results of a lack of consequences:

• Youths learn contempt for the judicial process when
they are arrested and sentenced, and when there are 
no consequences when they do not comply with 
their sentence.

• Sentenced young people correctly conclude their own
convictions can be ignored. This reality quickly spreads
from offenders who have ignored sentences to an 
ever-increasing group of peers who are willing to 
violate the law because they believe they will be able to
“blow off” any consequences.

• Youths don’t think alcohol and/or drug use is that
important if the courts do not uphold their sentencing.

• Youths will continue to use alcohol and/or drugs if they
are not punished as research shows that when there are
consequences to behaviors they change their behaviors.

The New York Magistrate’s Association’s survey shows
that magistrates throughout the State believe this 
legislation will result in the following:

1. Courts will now be able to close more cases - 85% of
judges say it is extremely likely or very likely

2.  The Defendant will successfully complete any required
drug/alcohol training - 77% extremely likely or 
very likely

3.  The public’s trust and confidence in the courts will be
increased insuring that each person completes their
sentence -  76.5% extremely likely or very likely

4. The perception that individuals simply need not
respond to these cases will now be minimized - 86.6%
extremely likely or very likely

The purpose of this legislation is to enable the courts in
New York State to enforce their sentences in all Underage
Alcohol Possessions by persons under 21 years.

Over 5,000 US youths under the age of 21 lose
their lives every year to alcohol-related causes.
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Memorandum of Support
FILLABLE LETTER THAT YOU CAN USE 

TO WRITE TO YOUR LEGISLATOR AND GOVERNOR

Date:      

The Honorable      

RE:  Both S1695A / A2026A support the amendment of Alcohol Beverage Control Law Section 65-c.
These bills allow suspension of driving privileges for failure to appear or comply with court a ordered
sentence or failure to pay fine. 

Dear:

I am writing to request your support of Alcohol Beverage Control Law Section 65-c legislation. The
youth of our community need education and treatment in order to reach the goal of reducing underage
alcohol consumption.

I am a magistrate in your district. Currently there is no recourse for a court where a defendant 
that fails to comply with a condition of a sentence on this violation. Failure to answer this charge is
rampant in the community. Those who do answer are normally sentenced, upon conviction, to attend
an educational course. Many defendants fail to comply. Our courts have become heavily burdened with
unanswered and open ABC § 65c cases with no remedy. The lack of confidence in the local courts 
has risen since it has become widely known that the courts have no authority to enforce these types
of violations. 

I hope that you will be supportive of this legislation and look forward to your response on this matter.

Sincerely,

SIGN YOUR NAME

CC: The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NY State Capital Building
Albany, NY 12224

Fax: 518-474-376
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We urge you to use the letter on the opposite page as a means of notifying the Governor and
your District Assembly and Senate members of a serious problem and a solution to that
problem. Or you can go online to our web page at www.nysma.net and look for the 

fillable version. On the website we have listed in alphabetical order the e-mail addresses of each
Assembly and Senate Member as well as the e-mail address and fax number to Governor Cuomo. If
you choose to use the letter within this magazine, remember to fill in all the appropriate spots with
date, name and address of the legislator, your name and in closing your signature with your address.

Whether you choose to e-mail, fax or regular mail this letter you are helping our Association push
this piece of legislation that we have been trying to get passed for many years, with due diligence,
perhaps this year we can make it happen.

Thanks,
Tanja

Tanja Sirago
Executive Director
New York State Magistrates Association
163 Delaware Avenue
Delmar, New York 12054

PLEASE SUPPORT ABC 65c
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The Declaration of Independence: 
Our Nation’s Moment of Truth Submitted By Harold Bauman

It is July 1, 1776.
Following breakfast,
Adams walked along

the hot and steamy streets
in Philadelphia to the
Senate House. In a letter
written to his wife, Abigail,
he wrote, “This morning is
assigned the greatest debate
of all. A declaration, that
these colonies are free and
independent states has been
reported by a committee some weeks ago for that 
purpose, and this day or tomorrow is to determine its
fate. May heaven prosper the new born Republic.”

Everything that could be said on the question of 
independence had been exhausted in Congress.
Hopefully the question could be put and decided with
little further discussion. But it was not to be. John
Dickinson, a representative from Pennsylvania, had
resolved to make one last appeal, and Adams would be
obliged to answer. They would rise to make their
cases like the great lawyers that they were, each 
summoning all their powers of reason and persuasion.
After John Hancock sounded the gavel, a motion 
calling for independence was read out loud.
Immediately Dickinson stood to be heard. He 
marshaled all past argument and reasoning against
“premature” separation from Britian. This lawyer
knew as a matter of principal, by the words he was
speaking, he was almost certainly ending his career.
To proceed now with The Declaration of
Independence, he said, would be “to brave the storm
in a skiff made of paper.”

All was silent in the great room. No one spoke, no one
rose to answer. Finally, Adams stood. He was logical,
positive, and sensitive to the historic importance of

the moment, and looking
into the future, he saw a
new nation, a new time,
all much in the spirit of
lines he had written in a
recent letter to Abigail.
“Objects of the most
stupendous magnitude,
measure in which the
lives and liberties of 
millions born and unborn
are most essentially

interested, are now before us. We are in the very midst
of revolution, the most complete, unexpected, and
remarkable of any in the history of the world.”

Mr. Thomas Jefferson, Adams’ constant critic, said the
speaker “was not graceful or elegant, nor remarkably
fluent, but spoke with the power of thought and
expression that moved us from our seats.” As Adams
was nearly finished, John Witherspoon, a New Jersey
Representative and President of Princeton, had come
into the chamber. Adams had been speaking for
approximately an hour at this point. Witherspoon
asked that Adams repeat what he had missed. Even
our founding fathers had a sense of humor in delicate
situations. However, Adams, never wanting to dismiss
a captive audience, gave his speech a second time.
(How many times can we give two summations?)

When a preliminary vote was taken later that evening,
four colonies refused to proclaim independence:
Pennsylvania, New York, South Carolina, and
Delaware. The Pennsylvania delegation sided with
John Dickinson and voted no. The New York delegates
abstained (developing a policy of inaction that exists
with our legislature to this day when voting on our
annual budget). South Carolina voted no, and
Delaware was divided. All delegates had agreed that a
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unanimous vote would be required for the
Declaration. Edward Rutledge of South Carolina 
rescued the day by making a motion that a final vote
would be postponed until the following day. 

The atmosphere that night at local pubs frequented 
by the Delegates was tense. Benjamin Franklin 
persuaded James Wilson to switch sides and vote for
independence. That night word reached Philadelphia
of the sighting off New York of 100 British ships. The
following day, Ceasare Rodney of Delaware rode 80
miles through the night, changing horses several
times, to cast his vote in favor of independence, all
while suffering from terminal cancer.

As hinted by Edward Rutledge the night before, South
Carolina decided to make the decision unanimous, so
that no colonies stood opposed to independence. New

York, the embarrassment of Congress, still abstained.
On July 2, 1776, the American Colonies declared their
independence. It was John Adams more than anyone
who made it happen. In still another letter to Abigail
he wrote “The 2nd day of July 1776 will be the most
memorable epoch in the history of America… It ought
to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows,
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations
from one end of this continent to the other. From this
time forward forever more.”

Two day later, the declaration was signed by the 12
affirming colonies. New York, never given to snap
decisions, signed the declaration about a year later.

I wish to thank David McCullough and his Adams
biography for the exhaustive research that made this
article possible.

The Declaration Cont…

Judicial Robes
Gavels

Manufacturers of
Clerical Apparel • School Uniforms • Pulpit Choir •Judicial Robes 

& Graduation Caps & Gowns

*In Stock For Immediate Delivery *Tailored for Men & Women*

Call, Write or Fax: Craft Robe Company
247 West 37th Street, New York, NY 10018

800#:(800) 95-CRAFT PHONE:(212) 764-6122 FAX:(212) 997-7318
Marvin@duffyandquinn.com www.churchrobesstore.com
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Answers to Quiz 
(from page 24)

1)b

2) a

3) b

4) b

5) b

6) b

7) b

8) b

9) a

10) b
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Established 1870

Williamson Law
Book Company

790 Canning Parkway
Victor, New York 14564

Telephone: (585) 924-3400 
Fax: (585) 924-4153

Supplier of Legal Forms For Town

Village - City - County Courts

Supplier of Legal Forms, Record Books, 

Dockets & Law Books For Local 

Criminal Courts - Town - Village - City

We Also Have A Complete Line Of 
Software Programs For

Parking Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . Accounting Systems
Fixed Asset Accounting . . . . . . . Water/Sewer Billing
Payroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Court System
Tax Assessments . . . . . . . . . . . Town Clerk’s System

- Electric Billing -
21 Everett Road Extension
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Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics  
Opinion 12-68

1 According to the memorandum, the new policy “eliminates the need for a certified DMV abstract, and the attendant cost,” by requiring “a notarized 
affidavit containing the information which [the District Attorney’s office] traditionally require[s] to make an informed decision on any reduction/plea
request.”

Opinion 12-68

April 26, 2012

Digest: (1) It is ethically impermissible for a
judge or the judge’s court clerk to 
distribute an informational packet the
District Attorney has prepared to
inform defendants how they may
request a reduction of an alleged
Vehicle and Traffic Law violation
pending in the judge’s court. (2)
Whether a judge must review the 
affidavit a defendant must submit to
the District Attorney when requesting
a reduction of an alleged Vehicle and
Traffic Law violation before ruling on
the proposed plea agreement is a 
question of law that is beyond the
Committee’s jurisdiction.

Rules: Judiciary Law ‘212(2)(l); 22 NYCRR
100.1; 100.2; 100.2(A); 101.1; Opinions
10-196; 10-177; 10-113; Joint Opinion
10-32/10-48; Opinions 09-118; 09-105;
07-22; 00-95 (Vol. XIX).

Opinion:

An administrative judge has provided the
Committee with a copy of a District Attorney’s 
memorandum to local town and village justices which
describes a new policy concerning reductions of

Vehicle and Traffic Law offenses.  According to the
memorandum, defendants seeking a reduction in 
the offense charged must submit an affidavit to the
District Attorney’s office that sets forth information
the prosecutor requires to determine if a reduction is
possible.1 An information page for defendants and a
blank copy of the “Reduction Request Affidavit,” are
attached to the memorandum.  The District Attorney
does not indicate in his/her memorandum how 
these documents will be distributed to defendants.
The inquiring judge asks whether it is permissible 
for town and village justices to distribute these 
documents to defendants, and whether they may
accept a defendant’s guilty plea to a reduced charge
without reviewing  the affidavit the defendant 
submitted to the District Attorney. 

A judge must uphold the integrity and 
independence of the judiciary (see 22 NYCRR 100.1),
always avoid even the appearance of impropriety 
(see 22 NYCRR 100.2) and promote public confidence
in the judiciary’s integrity and impartiality (see 22
NYCRR 100.2[A]). 

The Committee has previously advised that
judges must maintain their independence from 
prosecutors and not participate in “what is essentially
the work of the prosecutor’s office” (Opinion 00-95
[Vol. XIX]; accord Opinion 10-113).  Thus, it is
improper for a judge or court clerk to distribute the
prosecutor’s printed materials to defendants or 
otherwise assist a District Attorney in implementing
his/her plea reduction procedures (see Opinions 
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10-196; 10-177; 10-113; 00-95 [Vol. XIX]).2

Although judicial approval of a plea agreement,
like all other judicial activities, is subject to certain
ethical constraints (see generally Joint Opinion 10-
32/10-48; Opinions 09-105; 07-22), the Committee
has previously advised that it cannot determine
whether a particular form or procedure concerning
plea agreements is legally sufficient, as doing so 

calls for a legal opinion that the Committee is not
authorized to offer (see Opinion 09-105).  In the
Committee’s view, whether a judge must review a
defendant’s Reduction Request Affidavit before
accepting a proposed plea agreement also is a question
of law, not ethics, and thus beyond the Committee’s
jurisdiction (see Judiciary Law ‘212[2][l]; 22 NYCRR
101.1). 

Continued on Page 14

1 As the Committee has previously advised, any informational material a court furnishes to defendants must include information about all available options,
including that of communicating with the appropriate prosecutorial office (see Opinions 09-118; 00-95 [Vol. XIX]).  The Committee notes that the Office
of Court Administration has developed a form letter in accordance with these opinions (see Opinion 09-118).

Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics  
Opinion 12-102

Opinion 12-102

June 14, 2012

Digest: A judge, disqualified from hearing a
matter because one party is a first-
degree relative of the judge, need 
not inform his/her co-judge of this
relationship and should not make any
unnecessary, voluntary disclosure of
the relationship while the litigation 
is pending.

Rules: 22 NYCRR 100.2; 100.2(A); 100.2(C);
100.3(E)(1);100.3(E)(1)(d)-(e) ;
Opinions 12-154; 08-95; 08-80; 07-
102; 07-18; 99-170 (Vol. XVIII); 92-111
(Vol. X).

Opinion:

A judge whose stepchild is a defendant in a
vehicle and traffic law matter in the judge’s court 

recognizes that he/she cannot preside over the matter
but is uncertain whether the conflict is “a blanket one
that extends over the whole court.”  The inquiring
judge believes that his/her co-judge is unaware of 
the family relationship and, therefore, asks “whether 
I am obligated to inform my new co-judge that this
defendant is my step[child].”

A judge must always avoid even the appearance
of impropriety (see 22 NYCRR 100.2) and must
always act to promote public confidence in the 
judiciary’s integrity and impartiality (see 22 NYCRR
100.2[A]). A judge must not lend the prestige of 
judicial office to advance the private interests of 
the judge or others (see 22 NYCRR 100.2[C]).  In 
addition, a judge must disqualify him/herself in 
situations where the judge’s impartiality might 
reasonably be questioned (see 22 NYCRR 100.3[E][1]),
including in certain circumstances when a person
related to the judge by blood or marriage participates
in a proceeding (see 22 NYCRR 100.3[E][1][d]-[e]).
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Clearly, the inquiring judge cannot preside
over a matter in which his/her stepchild is a party (see
22 NYCRR 100.3[E][1][d][I]).

However, the conflict is personal to the inquiring judge
and, as the Committee has held in other analogous 
circumstances, does not extend to the entire court (see
e.g. Opinions 12-154; 99-170 [Vol. XVIII]; 92-111 [Vol.
X]).  As for whether disclosure of the relationship is
required, the Committee has previously advised that a
judge is not required in all circumstances to disclose
the reason for exercising disqualification from a 
particular matter (see Opinion 07-102). The Committee
has also advised that “an unnecessary, voluntary
announcement of [judicial or quasi-judicial] status” to
the presiding judge or finder of fact in the course of
litigation, even if well-intentioned, may be perceived
as an inappropriate invocation of such status to 
further the private interests of@ the judge (Opinion
07-18; accord e.g. Opinions 08-95 [a judge who has
filed a civil action should not disclose his/her judicial
status to the presiding judge]; 08-80 [a part-time
lawyer judge who is appearing as an attorney in a jury

trial should not voluntarily reveal his/her judicial 
status to prospective jurors during voir dire ]).  

For similar reasons, under the circumstances
presented, there is a risk that an unnecessary, voluntary
disclosure by the inquiring judge of his/her familial
relationship to a litigant who is appearing before
his/her co-judge “may be perceived as an inappropriate
invocation of [the inquiring judge’s judicial] status to
further the private interests of ” his/her relative
(Opinion 07-18; see also 22 NYCRR 100.2[C]).  

Therefore, under the circumstances presented,
the inquiring judge should not make any unnecessary,
voluntary disclosure of the familial relationship to
his/her co-judge while the litigation is pending (cf.
Opinion 07-18 [a court attorney-referee who is a party
in a civil litigation should not voluntarily disclose
his/her status as such to the presiding quasi-judicial
officer, and should advise his/her attorney-spouse not
to do so, unless relevant, related, or necessary]).

Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics  
Opinion 12-162

Opinion 12-162

October 25, 2012

Digest: Under the circumstances presented,
where a judge believes in good faith
that certain municipal employees
have deliberately sought to interfere
with the judge’s ability to perform
his/her judicial duties and such
alleged conduct has caused the
judge to file a Notice of Claim

against the municipality, the judge
may continue to preside in matters
involving the municipality, provided
that the judge believes he/she can
be fair and impartial in such matters.
However, the judge is disqualified,
subject to remittal, if one of the
municipal employees identified in
the Notice of Claim as allegedly
engaging in offending conduct
appears before the judge as a 
witness or an attorney.  
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Rules: 22 NYCRR 100.2; 100.2(A);
100.3(E)(1); 100.3(E)(1)(a)-(f);
Opinions 10-168; 08-59; Joint
Opinion 05-105/05-108/05-109;
Opinions 04-66; 98-69 (Vol. XVII).

Opinion: 

The inquiring judge presides in a court
with jurisdiction that is limited to cases involving
violations of municipal laws and ordinances.
The judge states that he/she has filed a Notice of
Claim against the municipality where the judge
presides based on the alleged conduct of a municipal
officer and individuals the municipality employs.
According to the judge, the individuals directed
their conduct at the judge both in the judge’s 
personal and professional capacities.  Indeed, if
the judge’s version of events is proven, it raises
the troubling possibility that a municipal officer
and employees may have attempted to interfere
with the judge’s ability to perform his/her 
judicial duties in furtherance of a purely private
vendetta.  According to the judge, some of the
individuals named in the Notice of Claim or 
persons subject to their supervision, appear 
regularly before the judge in their professional
capacities.  Specifically, they appear on behalf of
the municipality in criminal or traffic matters.
The judge indicates that since he/she filed the
Notice of Claim, the municipal officer and municipal
employees whose alleged conduct forms the basis for
the Notice of Claim, including the municipality’s
attorney, have asked the judge to disqualify him/
herself from all matters involving the municipality.
The judge is nonetheless confident that he/she
can be fair and impartial and, therefore, asks
whether, under the circumstances presented, 
disqualification is required.

A judge must always avoid even the
appearance of impropriety (see 22 NYCRR 100.2)
and must always act to promote public confidence
in the judiciary’s integrity and impartiality (see
22 NYCRR 100.2[A]). Therefore, a judge must
disqualify him/herself in any proceeding in
which the judge’s impartiality might reasonably
be questioned (see 22 NYCRR 100.3[E][1]).

The Committee previously has advised
that, to avoid even the appearance of impropriety,
a judge who commences an action against a
municipality should disqualify him/herself from
matters involving the municipality, subject to
remittal, during the pendency of the action (see
e.g. Opinions 08-59 [judge as named plaintiff in
declaratory action to enjoin municipality from
making proposed change to court facilities]; 04-66
[judge as named plaintiff in small claims breach
of contract action against municipality]; see also
Opinion 10-168 [judge’s spouse contemplating filing
notice of claim against municipality]). However, the
Committee did note that disqualification in these
circumstances is not directly mandated by a specific
provision of the Rules Governing Judicial
Conduct; that is, Aa judge’s impartiality is not
necessarily subject to question when the judge is
a party plaintiff ... against the municipality when
the municipality appears before the judge in
unrelated matters@ (Opinion 08-59 [emphasis
added], relying on Opinion 04-66; see generally 22
NYCRR 100.3[E][1][a]-[f]). 

The Committee has also advised that a
judge who believes he/she can be impartial is not
required to disqualify him/herself where a litigant
has (1) complained about the judge to the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct, (2) commenced
a federal civil rights lawsuit against the judge, and
(3) filed a criminal complaint against the judge
with the District Attorney’s office (see Opinion
98-69 [Vol. XVII]). The Committee explained that
“any rule requiring automatic recusal under such
circumstances could enable disgruntled litigants
to engage in ‘judge shopping’” (see id.).

As the Committee has previously noted, it
“cannot judge the credibility of ... conflicting 
allegations and is not empowered to do so” (Joint
Opinion 05-105/05-108/05-109). However, based
on the present inquiry, it appears the judge
believes the acts that caused the judge to file a
Notice of Claim against the municipality were
specifically intended to interfere with the judge’s
ability to perform his/her judicial duties, and 

Continued on Page 16
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perhaps even as a form of “judge shopping.”  On
review of the Notice of Claim, it is clear that the
judge’s allegations do not concern the municipality’s
duties and obligations as they may arise in the
context of cases filed in the judge’s court.  Rather,
the essence of the judge’s complaint is the 
municipality’s liability for allegedly discriminatory
practices in employment, based on the alleged
conduct of certain municipal employees.1

Consequently, under these circumstances, if the
inquiring judge believes in good faith that the
alleged events occurred as he/she has described
them and if the judge further believes that he/she
can be fair and impartial in the matters involving
the municipality that are filed in the judge’s
court, then the judge need not disqualify
him/herself from all matters involving the 
municipality. Significantly, given the limited
jurisdiction of the court in which the judge 
presides, requiring disqualification here on 
the facts presented would permit the alleged 
“bad actors” to effectively remove the judge from
the bench.  The Committee cannot countenance a

rule that would unnecessarily force the inquiring
judge, and all similarly situated judges, to 
choose between seeking redress of legitimate
wrongs and fulfilling the responsibilities of their
judicial office. 

The judge has explained that criminal and
traffic matters in his/her court are typically 
prosecuted by private attorneys who are subject
to the supervision of one of the named municipal
employees.  In the Committee’s view, the judge is
not required to disqualify him/herself and may
preside over such matters when prosecuted by
the private attorneys, as long as the judge believes
he/she can be fair and impartial.  However, 
during the pendency of the action, the judge must
disqualify him/herself from matters in which the
specific individuals named in the Notice of Claim
as allegedly engaging in the offending conduct
personally appear before the judge as attorneys or
as witnesses.

1 The Committee notes that the conduct alleged in the Notice of Claim, if true, appears unlikely to be within the scope of official duties of the named 
municipal employees.
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About My County Association

Cattaraugus County 

The Cattaraugus County Magistrates Association held their annual
Christmas/Installation of Officers Dinner on Saturday evening,
December 1, 2013 at Riley’s Restaurant in the Town of Ellicottville.
Guests of honor included the Hon. Gary Graber, President of the
New York State Magistrates Association, Hon. William Boller,
Supervising Judge for Town and Village Courts in the Eighth Judicial
District and Hon. Douglas Marky, Special Counsel for the Eighth
Judicial District. The Hon. Gary Graber installed our 2013 officers:
Hon. Dennis Young as President and Hon. Lori Dankert as
Secretary/Treasurer. Judge Graber presented Hon. Carole Prutsman
and Hon. Richard Preston, both retiring from the bench, with 
certificates of recognition for their years of service from NYSMA and
Judge Prutsman a plaque honoring her for her 7 years of service as
Secretary/Treasurer of the Cattaraugus County Magistrates
Association. 41 Judges, Court Clerks and their significant others 
were in attendance and a good time was had by all. Incoming 
Vice President, the Hon. Francis Lounsbury was unable to attend, as
he was speaking at a memorial service for a dear friend.

Judge Dennis W. Young, Town of East Otto, Cattaraugus County Magistrates President;
Judge Lori Dankert, Town of Perrysburg, Secretary/Treasurer and Judge Graber

Judge William Boller, Supervising Judge 8th District, Judge Young, 
Judge Carole Prutsman, Town of Otto (Retiring), Judge Graber and Judge
Richard Preston, Town of Ashford (Retiring)

Judge Boller, Judge Young, Judge Graber and Judge Perston
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A combined meeting between the 5th Judicial Districts Oneida County Magistrates
Association and the Herkimer County Magistrates Association was held at the Schuyler
Town Court on January 17, 2013. The meeting was hosted by Herkimer County
Magistrates Association President Hon. Louis Gauthier & Schuyler Town Court, 
Hon. Dale Christie and Hon. George Luther. The meeting was well attended by Herkimer
& Oneida County Town and Village Justices, and the Hon. James C. Tormey — 5th
Judicial District Administrative Judge, David Gideon — Town Justice for  Dewitt and
Principal Law Clerk to Honorable James C. Tormey, and Gary Graber — President, 
New York State Magistrates.

Herkimer/Oneida County
Magistrates 

Past Presidents for Herkimer and Oneida Counties. (from left to right)
are as follows:

George Luther – Town of Schuyler — Herkimer Co. Magistrates Assoc.
Don Buttenschon – Town of Marcy — Oneida Co. Magistrates Assoc.
Lou Gauthier – Village of Poland — Herkimer Co. Magistrates Assoc.

Current President
David Kozyra – Town of Marcy — Oneida Co. Magistrates Assoc.

Current President
William Massey – Town of Bridgewater — Oneida Co. Magistrates Assoc.
Dale Christie – Town of Schuyler — Herkimer Co. Magistrates Assoc.
Dennis Quinn – Town of Champion — 1st Vice President — New York State 

Magistrates Assoc.
Gary Graber – Town of Darien — President — New York State Magistrates Assoc.
Mike Petucci – Town of Herkimer — Herkimer Co. Magistrates Assoc.
David Gideon – Town of Dewitt — New York State Magistrates Assoc.

Herkimer/Oneida County Magistrates 

The Hon. Joseph A. Goetz was recently honored by the 5th Judicial District & 
Oneida County Magistrates Association for his more than 33 years of service on the bench.
A commemorative plaque was presented to him. (left to right)

Hon. James Tormey, Hon. Joseph Goetz & Hon. David Gideon.



The Monroe County Magistrates Association
(comprised of the 47 Town & Village Court
Justices in Monroe County) elected their 2013
officers in December. 

The swearing in took place on Thursday, December 20th at Oak Hill
Country Club. Supreme Court Justice Alex Renzi performed the actual
swearing in of officers.
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Oneida County Magistrates 

The Oneida County Magistrates Association has elected their new slate of officers
for 2013. The new officers for 2013 are: (left to right)

President – Hon. David W. Kozyra
Vice President – Hon. William Osborne
Treasurer – Hon. James Trombino
Corresponding Secretary – Hon. Daniel Appler
Recording Secretaries – Bernadette Scharbach & Terri Sciortino

A retirement dinner was held on January 12, 2013 at the Delta Lake Inn, Rome NY to
recognize the Honorable Joseph A. Goetz, Town Justice, Town of Lee in Oneida County.
Approximately 130-150 people were in attendance to celebrate his 33.5 years of service to
the Town of Lee. Judge Goetz was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation from the 
New York State Magistrates Association along with numerous other gifts and citations from
other organizations. Judge Goetz served as Town Justice from July 1979 throughout
December 2012. Photo L to Right:

NYSMA  1st VP Hon. Dennis G. Quinn Town Justice of Champion  & Hon. Joseph A. Goetz

Monroe County Magistrates 

Pittsford Justice John E. Bernacki, Jr. being sworn in as President.
Justice Bernacki held the position of President in 2012 and was
unanimously elected for an additional year.

Back Row (L to R): Parma Town Justice Michael Sciortino (Trustee), Hamlin Town Justice
Richard Moffett (Treasurer), Sweden Town Justice Robert Connors (Secretary), Clarkson Town
Justice Allyn Hammel (Trustee)
Front Row (L to R): Irondequoit Town Justice Joseph J. Valentino (Vice President), Pittsford
Town Justice John Bernacki, Jr. (President), Supreme Court Justice Alex Renzi, and Webster Town
Justice Thomas DiSalvo (Trustee)
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HON. MICHAEL A. SANTO*
Office: 516.394.4200; 516.746.2840     Cell:  516.551.5503

Duffy & Duffy Medical Malpractice & Personal Injury Attorneys

At Duffy & Duffy, our mission is to advocate for patients who are harmed by medical malpractice, negligence or 
personal injury and to help our clients “and their families” receive justice. We bring to each client engagement years of
legal experience, unprecedented knowledge of trying medical malpractice and negligence cases and a passion to defend
and fight for patients’ rights.

We invite you to learn more about Duffy & Duffy, our commitment to advancing patient safety and the ways we can
help if you or someone you know has been the victim of medical malpractice. Read about our areas of practice to know
more about us and our specialized practice areas. Also browse through our types of cases to know more about medical
malpractice and personal injury cases.

Choosing Duffy & Duffy over other law firms to handle your personal injury matter will help give you a peace of mind
that your case is handled by experienced and dedicated lawyers, working hard to maximize recovery for their clients.
Duffy & Duffy provides legal counsel to victims throughout the Nassau County, Long Island and five boroughs of 
New York City and New York State.

Our cases are pending from Long Island to all parts of New York City, as well as other New York and out-of-state 
locations at times. All initial appointments and meetings are free and our fee is based on a contingency@arrangement.

*  Village Justice, South Floral Park, Nassau County, since 1995

*  Admitted to practice in the states of Massachusetts, New York, and New Jersey

*  Provided pro bono representation to the SMA & Justices in matters with their respective municipalities

*  Former Board Member, State Magistrates Association

www.duffyduffylaw.com msanto@duffyduffylaw.com

Cell
516.551.5503

Office
516-394-4200           
516-746-2840
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2013  
NEW YORK STATE  

VEHICLE & TRAFFIC LAW  
QUICK CHART

Pre-order form.  You will not be charged until the book is mailed  
(usually mid to late February)  Please send voucher if necessary.

THE NEW YORK STATE VEHICLE & TRAFFIC LAW Quick 

Chart provides QUICK access to the law both numerically and 

alphabetically.  This easy to use guide provides the section number, 

violation, fines, jail penalties, points, and license and registration 

consequences. Used by thousands since 1997. 

Pre-order the 2013 Quick Chart book and receive  
immediate access to the website.

For Courts Only: Get the print AND online version for the price of just the book. 

VEHICLE & TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS  

CMV VIOLATIONS WITH FLOW CHART  
 FROM JUDGE GRABER, TOWN OF DARIEN

COMMON BOATING VIOLATIONS

BOOK UPDATED ANNUALLY.   

WEBSITE UPDATED MONTHLY

PRICED AT ONLY $25.00 

TOTAL SATISFACTION GUARANTEE  
 or YOUR MONEY BACK

Name

Phone #

Court

Address

City / State / Zip

County

email address (will not be sold)

2013 V & T Quick Chart $25.00 ea. ______
(include’s online version)

        

10% discount for 2 or more  ______

TOTAL ENCLOSED  ______
(Send voucher if necessary)

Make check payable to:   Michael A. Sackett

   6202 Diffin Rd

   Cicero, NY  13039

Please send the 2013 NEW YORK STATE 
VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC LAW Quick Chart to: 
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Decision & Order

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

APPELLATE TERM: 9TH AND 10TH JUDICIAL DISTRICTS

PRESENT: NICOLAI, P.J. MOLIA and LaCAVA, JJ.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK,
Respondent NO. 2009-1360 OR CR

- against - DECIDED APR - 1 2011

EVAN WADE PEARSON,
Appellant

Appeal from a sentence of the Justice Court of the
Village of Tuxedo Park, Orange County (David L.
Levinson, J.), imposed June 18, 2009. The sentence,

insofar as appealed from as limited by the brief, required
defendant to pay restitution in the sum of $44,500 upon his
conviction of petit larceny.

ORDERED that sentence, insofar as appealed from, 
is affirmed.

Defendant pleaded guilty to one count of petit larceny
(Penal Law § 155.25) and was promised a sentence which
included, among other things, restitution in an amount to
be determined at a restitution hearing. Following the 
restitution hearing, defendant was sentenced to probation
and a fine, and was ordered to pay restitution in the 
sum of $44,500. The only issue raised on appeal is 
whether the amount awarded as restitution is supported 
by sufficient evidence.

Penal Law section 60.27 (1) authorizes a court to
order, as part of a sentence imposed, that the defendant
make reparation to the victim for the actual out-of-pocket
loss caused by the defendant’s violation. Whenever a court
required restitution or reparation to be made, it must make
a finding as to the dollar amount of the fruits of the offense
and for the actual out-of-pocket loss to the victim caused by
the offense (see Penal Law § 60.27 [2]; People v Consalvo,
89 NY2d 140, 144 [1996]: People v Ayers, 45 AD3d 1290
[2007];  People v Tzitzikalakis, 25 AD3d 404, 408 [2006],

affd 8 NY3d 217 [2007]). When a hearing is held to 
determine the amount of restitution, the “People bear the
burden of proving, by a fair preponderance of the evidence,
the facts in support of the restitution requests to the 
satisfaction of the sentencing court” (People v Horne), 97
NY2d 404, 410-411 [2002]). In addition, [a]ny relevant 
evidence is admissible unless privileged regardless of its
admissibility under the rules of evidence” (People v
Consalvo, 89 NY2d at 145; see also CPL 400.30 [4]; People
v Francis L.M., 278 AD2d 919 [2002]; People v Chaulk, 192
AD2d 669 [ 1993]). In order to establish the out-of-pocket
loss in a simple larceny case, the victim may testify as to the
value of the stolen property (see People v Tzitzikalakis, 25
AD3d 409).

Contrary to defendant’s contention, the Justice Court
was entitled to rely upon hearsay evidence in determining
the complainant’s out-of-pocket loss (see CPL 400.30 [4]
People v Tzitzikalakis, 25 AD3d 409; People v Francis
L.M., 278 AD2d 919; People v Chaulk, 192 AD2d 669). In
our view, the Justice Court’s determination was supported
by a preponderance of the evidence. As defendant’s 
remaining contentions lack merit, the sentence, insofar as
appealed from, is affirmed.

Nicolai, P.J., Molia and LaCava, J.J., concur.

Hon. David L. Levinson has been a sitting Town Judge of the Town of

Woodbury since January 1, 1978 and the Village of Tuxedo Park since

October 1, 1994.
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_____  1.  The provisions for dealing with fugitives from justice are found in the
a. Penal Law b. Criminal Procedure Law

_____  2.  Arrests of fugitives can be made by a Governor’s warrant, a judicial warrant or without a warrant. The
only one which does not require an immediate arraignment is

a. Governor’s b. warrantless

_____  3.  The first thing the court must determine when doing a fugitive from justice arraignment is whether the
a. arrest was made by proper authority
b. person held is the person who committed the crime alleged

_____  4.  An alleged fugitive is entitled to assigned counsel
a. once he or she is back in the custody of the issuing authority
b. as part of the rights accorded to him or her upon arraignment

_____  5.  At the end of the arraignment, the alleged fugitive is
a. committed to the custody of the sheriff on bail recommended by the District Attorney
b. held without bail

_____  6.  An alleged fugitive may be held for a period not to exceed
a. ten days b. thirty days

_____  7.  If an adult respondent is arrested on a Family Court warrant and the Family Court is not in session, he
or she must be taken for arraignment to the

a. court of the city in which the Family Court is located
b. most accessible magistrate

_____  8.  At the end of an arraignment on a Family Court warrant, the arraignment court must 
a. make a release decision which reflects what the issuing judge has set forth on the warrant
b. set bail or commit the defendant to the custody of the sheriff after consideration is given to the

bail recommendation set forth on the warrant

_____  9.  As part of the arraignment process on a Family Court warrant, a return date is set for the defendant to
appear in Family Court

a. at its next session b. within thirty days

_____  10.  When a subject is arrested on a violation of a Family Court order of protection, the accusatory 
instrument will be a

a. misdemeanor complaint b. copy of the order of protection

_____  Bonus  Judge Mead was arraigning a defendant on a violation of a Family Court order of protection when
the defendant presented an affidavit in support of the issuance of a Family Court order of protection.
After inspecting it, the good judge accepted that the defendant’s allegations had merit and therefore

a. told the defendant to take it up with the Family Court judge
b. issued a Family Court order of protection to the defendant

Quiz by Hon. Richard M. Parker. Please direct questions or inquiries to Judge Parker at rmparker@nycourts.gov

Quiz of the Month The quarter’s quiz questions are drawn from a presentation called “Oddball
Arraignments” by Hon. George Mead and Hon. Richard Parker.



Provide A Public Service with NYSP 
 

THE NYSP DRIVER IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM IS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE  
 

New York Safety Program (NYSP) announces a new convenient way to provide driver safety education benefits. The

NYSP 6-Hour PIRP (Point and Insurance Reduction Program) is now available online as well as in the classroom. That

means violators may participate in the NYSP driver improvement program from any computer with an internet

Connection 24/7. In the development of the online version of the syllabus we were careful to include security and the

integrity you rely on and expect from NYSP. Because of the use of superior technology and adherence to a proven

curriculum the NYSPOLINE.com website represents the best program of its kind.

NYSP classroom courses are also available at conveniently located classroom facilities with classes scheduled in two

parts during the evening on weekdays or in one session on the weekend.

 

 

NYSP provides feedback to the court! 
For years NYSP has provided information regarding violator participation in the classroom PIRP course for

analytic purposes. This feedback has always been provided by NYSP at no cost to municipalities through the NYSP
Court Referral Program. The same service is now available for the internet version of the NYSP PIRP class.

Use the contact information provided below to get the details on how to participate in this program.     

 

WHY WE WANT YOU TO ENCOURAGE VIOLATORS TO TAKE THIS COURSE: 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation, “In 2008,

there were an estimated 5,811,000 police-reported traffic crashes, in which 37,261 people were killed and 2,346,000

people were injured; 4,146,000 crashes involved property damage only.” “An average of 102 people died each day in

motor vehicle crashes in 2008 — one every 14 minutes.” A comprehensive study released on May 9, 2002, by the

NHTSA shows that the economic impact of motor vehicle crashes on America’s roadways has reached $230.6 billion per

year, or an average of $820 for every person living in the United States. The NHTSA study, The Economic Impact of

Motor Vehicle Crashes 2000, also estimates the annual economic cost of roadway crashes: $61 billion in lost workplace

productivity, $20.2 billion in lost household productivity, $59 billion in property damage, $32.6 billion in medical costs

and $25.6 billion in travel delay costs. All told the cost of motor vehicle crashes in the United States has reached 2.3

percent of the U.S. gross domestic product.

And, from Money Magazine, 5/03, p.89: “crashes remain the leading cause of death for Americans, ages one to 34.”

                
POINT & INSURANCE REDUCTION PROGRAM
 

 

Statewide: (800) 942-6874 • info@nysp.com  www.NYSP.com 
 

NEW YORK STATE DEPT OF MOTOR VEHICLES APPROVED 

 
NYSP Affiliations include: 

ounty Legislators and Supervisors (CLA ounties

deration of New York Insurance Professionals (FNYIP rk Federation of Professional Health Educators

(NYSFP ict Council 37 (DC3 vice Employees Association (CSEA) ls Administrators

Association of New York (CSAA)

Effectiveness of the NYSP Program; The last effectiveness study of the program indicates that it results in

35% reduction in traffic accidents and a 65% reduction in traffic violations

On the Internet 24 hours a day 365 days a year
Or conveniently scheduled classroom courses available near you



163 Delaware Avenue, Suite 108
Delmar, New York 12054

  
      Leaders in Service & Training since 1974 

 

The National Traffic Safety Institute not only offers the NY DMV approved 6-hour defensive 

driving/traffic safety course, we also provide effective and cost efficient educational solutions to courts, 

probation departments and individuals.  

 

Court Diversion – Awareness Programs 
Our programs/workshops can be used as a sentencing alternative or court avoidance tool. In addition 

employers can use our training materials as a valuable in-house employee training and development 

program. 

 
Theft/Consumer Awareness Workshop (Adults & Youth): 

Instructor led 4-6-8 hour class. Completion certificate available 

 

Anger Awareness Workshop Level 1 (Adults & Youth): 

Instructor led 6-8-16 hour class. Completion certificate available 

 

Alcohol/Drug Awareness Education Program (Adults only) 

Focus:  Important information on alcohol and other drugs .Instructor 

led 8 hour class. Completion certificate available 

 

 

Civic Responsibility Life Skills Program (Adults Only): 

Focus: Personal Choices; Values; Action Planning & more 

Instructor led 6 hour workshop. Completion certificate available 

 

Youth Success Workshop (Youth Only) 

Focus: Peer Pressure, Self-Image, Goal Planning & more 

Instructor led 4 hour workshop. Completion certificate available 

 

 

6 Hour Defensive Driving Classes 
(Available online or classroom) 

NTSI’s New York Defensive Driving course contains the most current information on defensive driving, 

traffic laws, collision avoidance, and the affects of alcohol and drugs on drivers. NTSI is a DMV-licensed 

Sponsoring agency approved since 1979.  Attendees can receive 10% on liability insurance, reduce up to 4 

points on their license (if applicable) and certificate is good for 3 years. 

 

For more information visit our website WWW.NTSI.COM or contact us at 
1.800.733.6874, email at ntsine@ntsi.com  or fax us at 718.720.7021 

201 Edward Curry Avenue, Suite 206, Staten Island, NY 10314 




