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DEUTERONOMY, CHAPTER 1
And I charged your Judges at that time, Saying, 
Hear the causes between your brethren, 
and judge righteously between every man and his brother, 
and the stranger that is with him.
Ye shall not respect persons in judgement; 
but ye shall hear the small as well as the great; 
ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; 
for the judgement is God’s: and the cause that is too hard for you, 
bring it unto me, and I will hear it.
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SELECTED CANONS FROM THE CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

§100.4 A Judge shall so Conduct the Judge’s Extra-Judicial Activities as to Minimize the Risk of
Conflict with Judicial Obligations.

(E) Fiduciary Activities.

(1) A full time judge shall not serve as executor, administrator or other personal representative,
trustee, guardian, attorney in fact or other fiduciary, designated by an instrument executed after
January 1, 1974, except for the estate, trust or person of a member of the judge’s family, or, with
the approval of the Chief Administrator of the Courts, a person not a member of the judge’s 
family with whom the judge has maintained a longstanding personal relationship of trust and 
confidence, and then only if such services will not interfere with the proper performance of 
judicial duties.
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As President of our
great Association, I
am often asked to

speak to a wide assortment 
of groups about a broad range
of local and statewide topics
of interest. I am also asked 
to weigh in on news articles,
controversies of every type
and proposed legislative
changes and initiatives. In
fact, I am currently evaluating

the legislative merits of a bill proposed by the 
New York State Bar Association to allow those 
convicted of certain crimes to expunge their criminal
convictions. This is something which neighboring
states like New Jersey have done for years and which
is now being suggested in New York.       

Many of the legislative initiatives and issues I am
asked to comment upon are new and have a direct
effect upon the job we do. 

My interest in doing all of these things and becoming
involved in the debate, is, of course, why I signed on
for the job as your President to begin with. Even at
that, I think it is hard to ever imagine just how many
things we do and governmental agencies we deal with.
As my recent visit to the offices of the Association of
Towns and Conference of Mayors also reminds me,
we remain Town and Village officials inexorably tied
to our local municipalities and their every changing
needs and challenges.

I know that for me, actually doing this job has
enhanced my own abilities to do it better.  I also know
that I owe immeasurable thanks to the guiding hand
of so many of you who have taken the time to suggest
ways to improve our courts and the delivery of justice
services to all New Yorkers.

I am also thankful to have the availability of so
many past Presidents who have been unhesitating 
in giving their time and sage advice. I wanted to 
thank all of them for their efforts as well, and to
remind our members of the invaluable service they
provide our group.

I also wanted to thank each of you for your service
as well.  In the rush to fit all we have to do into the
confines of our daily lives, we sometime forget about
how very important our jobs are to the communities
we serve and how much of an impact our decisions
have upon the lives of others.

I would also think that for the most part, the 
good work we do goes unheralded and unnoticed. 
I mention all this since I know there are many 
exceptions to this reality and I had the occasion to
participate in one on February 23, when I was asked
to attend a 40th year service event for the Hon. David
Roepe, in the village of Montgomery, in my home
County of Orange.  

This was a surprise party for Justice Roepe,  and
more than 100 friends, relatives and elected officials
were crowded into his courtroom for an event that I
know was a truly moving experience for all. 

The fact of the matter is that while Justice Roepe’s
service is uncommon, it is not unique. While attending
the Steuben County Magistrates Association in April,
I lent my good wishes to Justice Richard D. Sullivan
(Town of Addison) who retired after 36 years of 
service. In early May, I had the pleasure of spending a
few moments with Justice Joseph Staruck (Town of
Maryland) who has served his local community in
Otsego County for 40 years and is still going strong.

Our Association gives out service pins each year
at our annual conference, and when you really think
about it, there are very few elected officials in any
branch of Government and at any level, who serve
anywhere close to the twenty year period that our 
initial service pin is designed to honor. 

While those earning the 30, 40 and 50 years pins
might be less abundant, it strikes me that the length of
service that these pins represent and the real life 
stories behind the men and women who achieve this 
distinction, is a truly extraordinary commitment to 
service in our democracy.   

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hon. 
Peter D. Barlet
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On the topic of the extraordinary people that
make our Courts work, I would be remiss if I did not 
mention my recent meeting with our own new Chief
Administrative Judge, A. Gail Prudenti.  As many of 
you may recall, Judge Prudenti took over the position 
previously held by the Hon. Anne Pfau.

Recently, Justices Sirago, Bogle and I were able to
sit down with Judge Prudenti at her offices in lower
Manhattan to have a frank talk about the role of the
Town and Village Courts, the items which were
important to our Judges, and the legislative initiatives
we felt were necessary for her to understand and to

consider. To say our meeting went well would be an
understatement, since I think I can speak for all in
attendance, that we found Judge Prudenti to be warm,
gracious, engaged, and an individual who was not
only acquainted with the Town and Village Court
System, but someone who has actually practiced Law
in various village courts in Suffolk County and some-
one who impresses me as a great asset.

Again, thank you for all you do, and with warmest
personal regards,

Peter D. Barlet

OCA Responds to Official License Plate Controversy
Submitted By David Bookstavers, Communications Director, New York State Unified Court System, Office of Court Administration,

New York City

The Ruse: The press has special license plates so that
it may cover breaking news and inform the public in
a timely manner.

The Reality: In many newsrooms, only a
small percentage of those with NYP,
or “press,” plates actually
cover breaking news.
Many are editors or
management who
sit behind a desk.
Others cover sports or
feature stories that
don’t require them to
have special parking 
privileges.

Why would members of the
media want special plates if
they didn’t assume they some-
how would be treated differently, possibly afforded 
a break from law enforcement while doing their 
job or, better yet, afforded a break while but simply
commuting to and from work?

Just as members of the press have special NYP 
parking zones, judges have
special parking zones near
courthouses throughout
the state. The intent 
is not for special 
treatment any more
than it is for those 
in the media with
NYP plates. The
plates simply allow
the judges the
ability to park as

close as possible to 
the courthouse as a matter of 

personal safety.

The old saying “Those in glass houses should not
throw stones;” seems to fit perfectly.
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Introduction
Most errors of law are not subject to discipline,

while others are red flags and almost beg the
Commission on Judicial Conduct to take action.  The
educational program certainly has given town and 
village justices ample warnings about the red flags.  
In the 2007 Spring education session the discussion
exclusively was about summary contempt of court.  

As the co-preparer of the materials, I certainly
offered clear warnings that summary contempt, 
especially when joined with jail terms, would get 
careful scrutiny. The materials and the live sessions
(remember those?) provided numerous instances of judges
who were disciplined for summary contempt abuses.

The materials and the instructors emphasized
that specific warnings be given to avoid summary 
contempt, as well as the opportunity to explain the
conduct that the judge believed to be offensive or 
disruptive, and an opportunity to purge the contempt
by an apology where appropriate. 

Recent Disciplinary Case
A village Justice, who held four defendants in

summary contempt within several months following
the 2007 educational session, told the Commission
that he believed he was acting in accordance with the
instructions he had received at the 2007 educational
session.  And on four occasions in his Answer to 
misconduct charges, he named the teachers of the 
session: a judge and Gerald Stern (that’s me).

Since he had been charged with egregious and
basic summary contempt abuse, I quickly located the
materials to determine whether the two teachers who
prepared the materials and taught the course were
indeed guilty as implied. (He never said we misled
him; it’s just implied.)

I was relieved to see that the very detailed 2007
materials covered every warning the village Justice
had failed to make. The class discussion emphasized
that the basis to hold someone in summary contempt
has to be conduct that substantially undermines the
court’s authority or disrupts proceedings, and that the
presiding judge must warn the person who is in 
contempt to stop the contemptuous behavior and 
provide an opportunity to purge the contempt. 

I have the clearest recollection that judges in 
the sessions I taught understood that it would be 
best to find other ways to stop offensive or disruptive
conduct, and to use contempt power only as a 
last alternative.

Another charge against the village Justice, also
covered by another educational session that I prepared,
was accepting a guilty plea from an apparently-
intoxicated, unrepresented defendant. The judge
failed to make a “searching inquiry” into whether 
the defendant was capable of entering the plea or 
recognized the dangers and disadvantages of waiving
counsel. In fact, he acknowledged that he failed 
to make any inquiry. The “searching inquiry” was
essential even if the defendant was sober. 

Imagine my surprise then to read about a judge
who apparently ignored all of these warnings and
then suggested in defense of his actions that he did
what he learned to do in the educational sessions that
I taught.  

I plead not guilty to the charge that I was an
accessory to his misconduct.  I am sure my co-preparer
of the materials would take the same position.

The Summary Contempt Abuses
Two of the contempt situations involved defendants

who were intoxicated.  A third, and perhaps the most

Village Justice Removed for Ignoring the Law
Submitted By Gerald Stern *

* Gerald Stern is the former Administrator of the Commission on Judicial Conduct and a former teacher in the education program.

If there are any questions about this article, he can be reached at gstern42@mac.com.
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shocking, involved a 16-year-old defendant who was
talking quietly in court, apparently some time after
the judge had looked in his direction to remind talkers
that they should be quiet. No other warnings had 
been given, and the judge could not even hear the
defendant because he was speaking in such a low
voice to others around him. The judge summarily
found the youth in contempt, sentenced him to 15
days in jail, and did not even invite the defendant’s
attorney (who was present) to participate. The defendant
served all 15 days.

What would happen if every judge held every
courtroom-talker in summary contempt, and sentenced
these talkers to serve 15 days in jail?  (We certainly
would have very quiet courts after a while.)  Is that
really conduct that any judge could have learned in an
educational session? No way.

The 2007 educational session emphasized appellate
court decisions that explicitly provide the warnings
that must be given, especially Pronti v. Allen, 13 A.D.3d
1034 (3rd Dep’t 2004).   

For example, the materials on page 3 state in 
bold type:

The proper protocol, spelled out by
the Appellate Division in Pronti, is:

(a) the court must first warn the person
that a continuation will result in
contempt;

(b) if the conduct continues, the court
should offer the person an 
opportunity to explain the conduct
(before the finding of contempt);

(c) if the explanation is insufficient,
the court may enter a finding of
contempt;

(d) if the situation warrants it, the
court should offer an opportunity
to purge the contempt by an apology
(or performing the required act);

(e) if purging is inappropriate or
inadequate, the court may then
impose punishment on a finding

of contempt and prepare a detailed
Mandate of Commitment. (The
Mandate must describe all of the
steps taken.)

And as stated in the 2007 educational materials,
the trial judge in the Pronti case “failed to give the
defendant an opportunity to provide an explanation
of his behavior.”  (In Pronti, the defendant had called
a police officer a liar while cross-examining him.) 

The village Justice acknowledged that he had
failed to warn the four defendants he held in 
contempt from late 2007 to 2008 that if they continue
their conduct they could be held in summary 
contempt and serve a jail term. He added that he 
also failed to give the defendants an opportunity to
explain their conduct and to purge the contempt by
apologizing to the court.  These prerequisites to most
contempt situations were underscored in the 2007
materials and in the class discussions.  

It is unfortunate that the village Justice apparently
missed my article in the December 2006 Magistrate,
entitled “Abusing The Summary Contempt Power: 
A Recipe for Discipline.” The article discussed the
governing statute and the major appellate decisions,
reviewed prior disciplinary cases, and reminded judges
that the contempt power “should be used sparingly.”  

In urging that removal from office is not warranted,
the village Justice told the Commission that he now
understands the law relating to summary contempt
and the limitations on the judge’s power.  Regrettably,
it took too long for the judge to acquire that knowledge.

The Facts Showed Egregious Misconduct
The 16-year-old kid had been given a conditional

discharge and was waiting for the paperwork to be
completed, when he made the mistake of talking in
the rear of the courtroom. Although the judge could
not hear the young man, he previously had told the
audience to be quiet. There was not a word about the
possibility that the young man or anyone else who
talked could be held in contempt.  Several minutes
later, the defendant spoke (in a low voice and in the

Continued on Page 6
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back of the courtroom) and the judge said, “You just
got yourself 15 days.” 

The judge directed a deputy to face the defendant
towards a corner of the courtroom, and then called
him before the bench and sentenced him to 15 days in
jail. And the defendant served the full 15 days. All this
occurred while the young defendant’s lawyer was present.

Amazingly, the defendant’s lawyer never participated
in the contempt phase and at no time did he raise 
an objection to the total lack of due process afforded
to his client. That was a sad reflection on both the
judiciary and on lawyers.  

The judge made no attempt to advise the defendant
that he could make a statement to explain his conduct
or purge his contempt by apologizing to the court.  A
judge who abuses the summary contempt power 
and then incarcerates the person who was held in
contempt aggravates his or her judicial misconduct,
and the disciplinary sanction rendered by the
Commission may be more severe.  

The village Justice never considered an alternative
to incarceration or even to rendering a sentence of
less than 15 days in jail because, he claimed, in all of
his ten years as a judge, he believed that a summary
contempt had to be followed by a 15-day jail sentence
and it never occurred to him to reduce the term.  That
claim was belied by the fact that he reduced the 
sentences of two other defendants whose attorneys
arranged for their clients to apologize to the judge
after they started serving their jail terms.

Compounding his misconduct, the judge clearly
overstated in the written commitment order the
nature and number of his warnings to the 16-year old.
The recording of the proceedings did not support his
claim that he had made repeated warnings. Several
minutes earlier, he had asked for quiet.  The recording
showed that the judge made no mention of the word
“contempt” or used any other language that would
have given an appropriate  warning to the defendant. 

In numerous educational sessions, judges were
advised that it is unproductive to get overly excited or
angry when a cell phone or similar device rings in the
courtroom.  Certainly, any action by the judge to hold
a person in contempt without the proper “protocol,”
and, even worse, incarcerating the owner of the 
ringing cell phone constitutes a request to the
Commission on Judicial Conduct to commence an
investigation.  Of course a judge should feel free to
insist on quiet. Whether it is a cell phone or a 
person talking, the message in the educational 
sessions has been clear: if the judge is angry perhaps
he or she should count to ten, and, if necessary, count
to ten again.

The Acceptance of a Guilty Plea From an

Intoxicated, Unrepresented Defendant

By accepting a plea of guilty from an unrepresented,
intoxicated defendant at arraignment, the village
Justice showed that his misunderstanding of the law
was not limited to summary contempt. There was no
“searching inquiry” of any kind, as is required by law,
to determine that the defendant fully understands the
significance of waiving the right to counsel. Judges
have been taught that a “searching inquiry” must be
made and if the defendant does not demonstrate that
he has a good understanding of the disadvantages and
consequences of pleading guilty without counsel, the
judge is obligated to reject the plea.  

When the Commission a few years ago disciplined
a judge for accepting a guilty plea from an intoxicated,
unrepresented defendant and spelled out the searching
inquiry that has to be made of any defendant who
wishes to waive counsel, the case received considerable
attention in an educational session. Of course a
searching inquiry really applies to sober defendants
who wish to plead guilty. Taking a guilty plea from an
intoxicated defendant is mind-boggling. There is
nothing complicated about the law.  No sobriety, no
guilty plea; and do a “searching inquiry” when a sober
defendant wishes to waive the right to counsel and
right to a trial. 
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The Village Justice Was His Own Lawyer
Unfortunately, the judge represented himself in

the Commission proceedings, including at the final
argument before the Commission when the Commission
decided whether the charges would be sustained, and,
if so, what disciplinary sanction should be imposed.  It
is not clear that on the charged events even a Clarence
Darrow would have helped him, but it is clear from
the transcript of the proceedings that the judge did not
help himself at that time.  He may have conveyed the
impression that his five transgressions within seven
months were likely the tip of the iceberg in his judicial
career.  He stated, in response to a question from a
Commission member, that he averaged at least one
summary contempt in each of the 12 years he was a
judge, but could not recall whether the number was
closer to five per year.  

The Commission unanimously determined that
the judge should be removed from office. The judge
did not seek review in the Court of Appeals.

The Disciplinary Sanction: Was Removal Too Harsh?
The case against the village Justice was strong.

The judge had been censured a few years earlier for
unrelated misconduct, which weakened his chances
of persuading the Commission that he should remain
as a judge. 

The judge told the Commission that he now
understands the law, and should be spared from
removal from office.  It is clear from the Commission’s
action that his words rang hollow.  Indeed, he may
now understand the law with regard to summary 
contempt and the searching inquiry that he should
have made before permitting an intoxicated defendant
to waive the right to counsel and plead guilty. But
surely he cannot expect the Commission to teach him
the most fundamental concepts of due process each
time he is charged with misconduct.  

Conclusion
Ordinarily, the Commission does not remove

judges for making mistakes. This village Justice had
many opportunities to learn before now that his 
conduct was highly improper. (And since he only
recently learned the law, it was clear that other 
persons were also denied fundamental justice when
he held them in contempt.) 

Any judge who did not receive or save the 
written materials from the 2007 educational session
on summary contempt should try to obtain a set.
Those materials were good and are worth consulting
from time to time.
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Judicial College Building/MS 358 • University of Nevada 
• Reno, NV 89557

Phone: (800) 25-JUDGE / (775) 784-6747 • Fax: (775) 327-2167
• www.judges.org

__________________________________________________

Hon. Gary A. Graber of the Town 
of Darien Justice Court in New York
Teaches Commercial Driver’s Licensing
Laws: A Judicial Outreach Workshop at
The National Judicial College

RENO, NV – The National Judicial College (NJC) is
pleased to announce that the Hon. Gary A. Graber of
the Town of Darien Justice Court in New York has
taught Commercial Driver’s Licensing Laws: A Judicial
Outreach Workshop, April 30 - May 3, 2012 at The
National Judicial College in Reno, Nev. 

This course educates judges, magistrates, and hearing
officers on the subject of Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA) regulations and also
provides education on adult learning theory, and 
gives participants an opportunity to prepare and 
present a short presentation. Judge Graber received
his five year service award for teaching in the
Commercial Driver’s Licensing program at the NJC 
at the conclusion of this course.

The National Judicial College was founded in 1963
and is the nation’s leading provider of judicial 
education. The NJC is housed in a state-of-the-art
building on the historic 255-acre campus of the
University of Nevada, Reno. For almost 50 years, the
NJC has been offering courses to improve judicial 
productivity, challenge current perceptions of justice
and inspire judges to achieve judicial excellence. With
courses held onsite, across the nation and around 

the world, the NJC offers an average of 95 courses
annually with more than 3,000 judges enrolling 
from all 50 states, U.S. territories and more than 
150 countries. Since it opened, the NJC has awarded
more than 85,000 professional judicial education 
certificates. 

The NJC and the National Council of Juvenile and
Family Court Judges assisted the University of
Nevada, Reno, in developing one of the nation’s first
master’s and Ph.D. in judicial studies programs. Both
programs provide a formal academic setting in which
trial judges can integrate technical and academic 
studies to attain an intellectual understanding of the
American judiciary. 

The NJC is also home to the National Tribal Judicial
Center and an International Program. The College’s
curricula include a Seminar Series, made up of 
courses that provide judges the opportunity to study
diverse and interesting topics at historically and 
culturally rich locations across the United States.
Web-based courses are also offered enabling participants
to explore a variety of subject areas online. 

The National Judicial College has an appointed 18-
member Board of Trustees and became a Nevada 
not-for-profit (501)(c)(3) educational corporation on
January 1, 1978. Please visit the NJC website at
www.judges.org for NJC news, ways to donate, course
information and more. Or, call (800) 25-JUDGE for
more information.

For Immediate Release
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Answers to Quiz 
(from page 20)

1)B
2) B
3) B 
4) A
5) B
6) A
7) B
8) B
9) B

10) A

Bonus) B (his reputation 

already precedes him)

o
f
t
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M
o
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t
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Established 1870

Williamson Law
Book Company

790 Canning Parkway
Victor, New York 14564

Telephone: (585) 924-3400 
Fax: (585) 924-4153

Supplier of Legal Forms For Town

Village - City - County Courts

Supplier of Legal Forms, Record Books, 
Dockets & Law Books For Local 

Criminal Courts - Town - Village - City

We Also Have A Complete Line Of 
Software Programs For

Parking Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . Accounting Systems
Fixed Asset Accounting . . . . . . . Water/Sewer Billing
Payroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Court System
Tax Assessments . . . . . . . . . . . Town Clerk’s System

- Electric Billing -
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On April 6, 2012 an email was sent to all NYS
Town and Village Court Judges and Clerks
advising that the 2012 Core-A Training

Programs were now available for on-line viewing.  Judges
can view the programs from the comfort of their own
homes or court rooms, individually or in a small
group, and obtain Continuing Judicial Education
(CJE) credit for doing so! The programs are located on
our website at www.nycourts.gov/justicecourt. After
logging on to the site, the programs can be found on
the “Education” link within the “2012 Training
Materials & Videos” location. Judges who need to 
fulfill a “Core” requirement can do so by viewing
these 4 programs in their entirety. The programs do
not need to be watched all in one sitting. The four
Core-A topics covered this year are: Alternate
Arraignments, Pre-Trial Hearings, DWI Sentencing
& Ethics.   Please complete the CJE/CLE Affirmation
credit form for each course viewed to obtain proper
CJE and CLE credit and return it to our office. 

Attending a Local District Training site is
another option for a judge to fulfill his/her CJE
requirements. The dates and sites of these trainings
are coordinated by the individual Districts. The
schedule of the local district sites was emailed to all
judges and clerks on March 16th, and is also available
and updated on our website. We certainly understand
the importance of having handout materials when
attending these training sessions and therefore
encourage judges to ensure they have the materials
prior to attending the program. As stated in the 
earlier email, all training materials and handouts are

available on our website for review and printing 
prior to the program.  Unfortunately, the Office of
Justice Court Support can no longer print and ship the
handout materials to the sites.

Additionally, we are happy to announce that
we are nearing the completion of a new on-line training
platform that will further enhance your training 
experience.  This new way of presenting on-line training
will be more stream-lined, easier to navigate and 
more user-friendly. We anticipate going live with this 
new e-learning format in the next few months. The 
platform will eventually contain both Core-A and
Core-B training programs and will allow more 
flexibility for a judge in fulfilling his/her Core
Training requirements.  This platform will also give
us the capability to administer the Core Assessments
on-line, something we know many judges have
requested.  An exciting feature of this on-line testing
format is that it will allow the judge the option of
answering the specific questions related to each 
individual topic at the conclusion of each class, rather
than having to take the Assessment in one sitting.
Upon viewing each program and successfully 
completing the assessment questions related thereto,
the judge will have completed a full Core program.  We
will be sending you more information on this exciting
new platform as it nears completion.

If you have any questions regarding education
and training requirements we encourage you to reach
out to our office at 1-800-232-0630.

Update on Continuing Judicial Education Training
Submitted By Hon. Nancy M. Sunukjian, Supervising Counsel – City Town & Village Courts Resource Center

Get Sober!
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Have a Choice
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Town and village courts are the most accessible
governmental forums people in New York
State have for addressing a range of traffic,

criminal, and civil court conflicts from speeding tickets
to shoplifting charges to small claims proceedings.
Local courts are open to the public, not just to those
parties involved in a particular dispute. Disputants
are advised of their legal rights, and justices assure
that these rights are understood in practical terms.
Disputants can easily raise their own voices, obtain
legal counsel to represent their interests, query 
local justices, introduce evidence, and engage 
supporting resources from their families, employers,
and communities.

Day-to-day or evening-to-evening practices in New
York’s local courts are not necessarily different in
kind from what occurs in larger, more centralized
county or family courts, although there is certainly a
difference in scale. Moreover, a significant difference
between these different courts is access to those
human services and other community, county, or
state-based resources that can inform and assist the
resolution of particular court matters. Particularly 
in these fiscally hard-strapped times, however, the
adequacy of needed services is often thread-bare
everywhere.

While local, county, and state courts have long been
organized to handle a broad range of cases, there is a
strong historical record for forming courts that handle
specific sorts of cases, the founding of juvenile courts
in the early 1900s being an excellent example.
Domestic violence, drug, mental health, and veteran
courts are modern permutations of this tendency. The
historical record contains other examples, including
such entities as “women’s courts” and “Negro
courts.”  Common ground for all of these efforts has
been the desire to improve the handling of cases
involving these various constituencies through the
provision of specialized services, expertise, and 
sympathetic treatment.

Over the past few years, prominent judges in New
York State have raised carefully-crafted questions
about the treatment of 16- and 17-year old juveniles in
the state’s adult criminal justice system. In short, they
have argued that these young boys and girls should be
returned to the juvenile justice, or family court, 
system because this is the more appropriate setting for
adjudicating the cases of kids in this age group. In
New York, this movement has picked up significant
steam in the past few years, along with other areas of
reform in juvenile justice practices. In this issue of
The Magistrate, I will briefly describe the larger
framework within which these proposed and real
changes are occurring. In the next issue, I will focus
on responses from town and village courts justices to
these proposed and real shifts in practice.

Motivated Judges

In recent years, New York has been catching up with
a national movement toward juvenile justice reform.
Only New York and North Carolina, for instance, still
try 16-year-olds in adult courts (10 other states start
sending kids into the adult justice system at age 17).
It was of note, then, that Jonathan Lippman, the 
Chief Judge of the State of New York, advocated the
diversion of 16- and 17-year-olds from the adult 
justice system in a speech before the Citizens Crime
Commission in September 2011 and in his 2012 “State
of the Judiciary” presentation this past February. 
In addition, Judge Lippman gave his support for 
innovative projects coordinated through the
Manhattan-based Center for Court Innovation that
are already at work doing just this.

Judge Lippman’s concerns with juvenile justice 
practice in New York State include the high cost and
harmful impact of incarcerating young people, many
of them under 15 years of age, in criminogenic state
facilities. But he is also concerned with the fate of the
approximately 50,000 16 and 17-year-olds who are
prosecuted in adult courts every year in New York

The Framework for Juvenile Justice Reform in New
York State: An Introduction for Town and Village Court Justices

Submitted By Hon. Russ Immarigeon *

*Russ Immarigeon (russimmarigeon@fairpoint.net) is a Town Court Justice in Hillsdale, Columbia County, New York.

Continued on Page 14
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State. In particular he is interested in the prosecution,
defense, and sanctioning of most juvenile offenders
who commit non-violent offenses such as shoplifting,
minor drug offenses, vandalism and so forth. 

For these young people, he asks, “Do we really want
these teenagers to be processed in an adult criminal
justice system focused on punishment and incarceration,
where rehabilitative options are limited, where they
may be jailed, where they may be victimized, and
where they may be burdened with a criminal record
that bars them from future employment and educational
opportunities? Or do we as a state want these young
people to go through a family court system that is
equipped to intervene meaningfully in their lives,
before their troubles escalate into more serious 
criminality, without exposing them to a criminal
record, a system that is focused on rehabilitation and
getting children back on the right track, that offers
supervision, mental health treatment, remedial 
education and other services and programs, a system
where judges are obligated by law to act in the ‘best
interests’ of the children who come before them, a
mandate that does not exist in criminal court?”

Judge Lippman argues that the adult criminal justice
system is not designed for the circumstances 
confronting 16 and 17-year-olds. Interestingly, he further
notes that young people who are sanctioned through
the adult system re-offend sooner, have high rates of
recidivism, and commit increasingly violent acts.

In his recent presentations, Judge Lippman has 
proposed a “problem-solving” approach that involves
establishing “adolescent intervention criminal court
parts” designed for handling the cases of 16 and 17-
year-old youth. Accordingly, he states, “Cases involving
non-violent offenses will be steered to specially-
trained criminal court judges who both understand
the legal and psychosocial issues involving troubled
adolescents and are familiar with the broad range of
age-appropriate services and interventions designed
specifically to meet the needs and risks posed by these
young people. In essence, youths 16 and 17 years old
would continue to be processed in the adult court sys-
tem while receiving most of the benefits of the family
court approach, including court outcomes designed to
help defendants avoid the collateral consequences
associated with criminal convictions.”

Currently, pilot adolescent intervention parts are in
operation in criminal courts in Buffalo, Nassau
County, New York City, Syracuse, and Westchester
County. In addition, Judge Lippman has proposed 
legislation that would create youth courts in Supreme
Courts within New York City and in County Courts
elsewhere in New York State.

Judge Lippman’s proposal is, at least in part, a corrective
to earlier youth offender legislation in New York that
separated 13 to 15-year-olds from 16 and 17-year-olds,
with the latter group thereafter being handled through
adult criminal courts that were provided no addition
fiscal support to address the needs and circumstances
of their new clientele. In Manhattan, the former 
population was handed over to a Youth Part 
section of the Supreme Court of New York State.
Michael A. Corriero has presided over this Youth Part
for many years, and he strongly supports Judge
Lippman’s proposal. 

As Judge Corriero argues, “If we agree that children
are malleable, that they have the capacity to change
their behavior, then we can construct a juvenile 
justice system that encompasses within its parameters
a child’s ability to change. That system would 
incorporate the predominant mode of prosecuting
children for delinquent behavior which existed in 
the United States almost from the inception of the
juvenile court movement in the early 1900s. That
early system favored the prosecution of children in
separate juvenile courts, courts that would ideally
have the authority, resources, and support to place
and link children with appropriate support programs
to service their social needs.” 

Former Chief Judge Judith Kaye also has a strong
interest in juvenile justice reform. As she recently
observed at the New York Law School’s Center for
New York City Law, “We need to address the crisis in
our youth prisons, yes, but we also need to prevent
juvenile delinquency to keep kids out of the justice
system. Courts are just not a good place for kids to
grow. We need to find ways to keep them in their
homes and in their schools, with their families and
friends, and we need to provide them with services in
their communities so that they are able to flourish. We
need to create a host of meaningful interventions – off
ramps – that will hold young people accountable for
their behavior. At the same time we have to offer then

Continued on Page 24
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You Must Receive Prior Approval To Attend
Section 77-b of the General Municipal Law authorizes the governing board of any municipality, by majority vote, to authorize
any of its members, any officer or employee, or any other person who has been elected pursuant to law to a public office 
for which the term has not commenced, to attain a conference as defined in Section 77-b©). The authorization must be by
resolution adopted prior to such attendance (General Municipal Law §77-b[2]). The governing board, however may delegate
its power to authorize attendance to any executive officer or administrative board.

Even Your Registration Fee Can Be Reimbursed
Subdivision 3 of section 77-b provides that all actual and necessary registration fees, all actual and necessary expenses of 
travel, meals and lodging and all necessary tuition fees incurred in connection with attendance at a conference shall be a charge
against the municipality and the amount thereof shall be audited, allowed and paid in the same manner as are other claims
against the municipality.

New York State Picks Up a Portion of the Tab
The Office of Court Administration will reimburse each Justice who attends the Annual Meeting on Monday afternoon 
for mileage, up to $97.00 for one day’s lodging and up to $56.00 for certain applicable meals. These costs would lower the
reimbursement required from your municipality.

Need A Cash Advance?
In addition to the authorization in subdivision 3 to reimburse for expenses previously incurred, subdivision 6 of section 77-b
expressly authorizes a municipality to provide for cash advances to persons duly authorized to attend a conference for 
estimated expenditures for registration fees, travel, meals, lodging and tuition fees. If an advance is provided, the officer 
or employee must submit an itemized voucher showing actual expenditures after attendance. Also moneys advanced in 
excess of actual expenditures must be refunded to the municipality. If an officer or employee fails to return such excess
advance at the time of submitting the voucher or upon demand after audit of the voucher, the municipality shall deduct 
the amount of the unreturned excess advance from the salary or other money owed the officer or employee. Any itemized
actual and necessary expenses in excess of the cash advance may be paid after audit.

Municipality Won’t Pay? You Can Usually Deduct the Expense on Your Taxes
In most cases, expenses incurred in connection with attendance at this conference are qualifying work-related expenses.
Depending on your individual circumstances, conference related expenses can be deducted on Schedule A if you itemize your
deductions. We recommend that you discuss this with your tax preparer.

Does Your Town of Village Pay Your NYSMA Dues?
Pursuant to Op. St. Comp. 80-501, 10/29/80, with prior approval of your Town or Village Board, Association dues may be a
legitimate charge against a Town or Village.

Important
PLEASE BE SURE TO FILL OUT THE STATE EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE ON THE HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM.
(OTHERWISE YOU WILL BE BILLED FOR TAXES).

MAKE SURE YOUR MUNICIPAL PAYMENT VOUCHER IS ATTACHED TO THE HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM.
THIS WILL AVOID ANY PROBLEM AT CHECK OUT TIME

Attendance At This Conference Is

A Valid Town or Village Expense
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RESERVATION FORM
ARRIVAL: September 9, 2012

DEPARTURE: September 12, 2012
All reservations must be made using this form and returned no later than August 9, 2012.

NYS Magistrates Association
Package Guest Room Rates are as follows: 

Single Occupancy Package: $542.00/person + tax
Includes: Accommodations for one guest from September 9-12, 2012  

Sunday: Dinner, Overnight Stay

Monday: Breakfast, Break, Lunch, Break, Dinner, Overnight Stay

Tuesday: Breakfast, Break, Lunch, Break, Dinner, Overnight Stay

Wednesday: Breakfast, Break 

Double Occupancy Package: $393.50/per-person + tax
Includes: Accommodations for two guest from September 9-12, 2012

Sunday: Dinner, Overnight Stay

Monday: Breakfast, Break, Lunch, Break, Dinner, Overnight Stay

Tuesday: Breakfast, Break, Lunch, Break, Dinner, Overnight Stay

Wednesday: Breakfast, Break  

* A surcharge of $50.00 will apply to any package of one or two nights
* Please note: Tax Exempt forms will not be accepted at the front desk

and tax will be applied

To confirm your reservation, a credit card number must be pro-
vided or a check/money order for one night’s room and tax
sent in with reservation form.

Check Credit Card

CC#: __________________________    Exp:____________    

Name: ____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________

City: ___________________ State:_______ Zip:_________

Phone: ____________________________________________  

Email: ______________________________________________

# of rooms:___________  # of people per room:___________

Roommate(s): ____________________________________

____________________________________

Arrival Date: ___________________________________

Departure Date: ___________________________________

Special needs: ___________________________________

RESERVATION POLICIES

• If paying by Purchase Order, a copy of your purchase order must
be received along with this form to process your reservation.  If
not received, reservation will not be confirmed.

• A copy of your NYS tax exemption form must be received with
this form and your payment form (Purchase Order or Credit
Card) must match the name on the NYS tax exemption form.  

• Guests staying on dates outside group’s conference and/or are
self pay will be subject to tax.

• Reservation forms must be received no later than Thursday,
August 9, 2012.  Reservations received after that date will be
accepted on a space and rate availability basis.

• Cancellations must be received by 6:00pm on the day prior to
arrival date.

• Cancellations after this date will result in forfeiture of the one
nights advance deposit.  

• Check-in time is 3:00pm.  Check-out time is 12:00pm.

• Rates for early arrival, before 9/9/12 or late departure, after
9/12/12 will be offered at the discounted rate of $129.00/night,
based upon availability.  

UNLESS ALL PROPER FORMS 
ARE SUBMITTED & COMPLETED, 

RESERVATIONS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED

Reservation Form, Purchase Order, Tax Exempt Certificate
of deposit must be received by Thursday, August 9, 2012 to:

Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel
Attn: Accounting Dept.
801 University Avenue,

Syracuse, New York 13210-1720
Fax (315) 471-8325

For Office use only:

Confirmation #:____________________________________________

Reservation Agent:_________________________________________

Date:_______________________

Reservations forms received after this reservation deadline will be accepted based upon space and rate availability.

Sheraton Syracuse University Hotel
801 University Avenue,

Syracuse, New York 13210-1720



If you are on official New York State or federal government business and staying in a hotel or motel:
1. Complete all information requested in the box above.
2. Sign and date this exemption certificate in the box above.
3. Show the operator of the hotel or motel your appropriate and satisfactory identification.
4. Give this completed Form ST-129 to the operator of the establishment.

You may pay your hotel bill with cash, with a personal check or personal credit card, with a government
voucher, or with a government credit card.

Please note:
• If, while on official business, you stay at more than one location, you must complete an

exemption certificate for each establishment.
• If you are in a group traveling on official business and staying in this particular hotel, each

person must complete a separate exemption certificate and give it to the hotel operator.

Caution: Willfully issuing a false or fraudulent certificate with the intent to evade tax is a misdemeanor
under section 1817(m) of the Tax Law and section 210.45 of the Penal Law, punishable by a fine of up
to $10,000.

Instructions for the government representative or employee

Keep this completed Form ST-129, Exemption Certificate, as evidence of exempt occupancy by New
York State and federal government employees who are on official business and staying at your
establishment. You must keep this exemption certificate for at least three years after the later of: 1) the
due date of the last sales tax return to which this exemption certificate applies; or 2) the date when you
filed the return.

This exemption certificate is valid if the government employee is paying with:

• Cash.
• A personal check or personal credit card.
• A government voucher.
• A government credit card.

Do not accept this certificate unless the representative or employee presenting it shows
appropriate and satisfactory identification.

Name of hotel, motel, lodging house, etc. Dates of occupancy

From: To:

Number and street City, village, or post office State                       ZIP code Country

This is to certify that I, the undersigned, am a representative of the department,
agency, or instrumentality of New York State, the United States government, or the
political subdivision of New York State indicated below; that the charges for the
occupancy at the above establishment on the dates listed have been or will be paid for
by that governmental entity; and that these charges are incurred in the performance of
my official duties as a representative or employee of that governmental entity.

Governmental entity (federal, state, or local) Agency, department, or division

Employee name (print or type) Employee title Employee signature Date

ST-129
(10/00)

Instructions for the operator of the hotel or motel

New York State Department of Taxation and Finance

Exemption Certificate
Tax on occupancy of hotel rooms

This form may only be used by government employees of the
 United States, New York State, or political subdivisions of New York State.

/ / / /

/   /
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NYSMA 2012 Conference
By the Hon. Ed Van Der Water

If shopping is something you intend to do when you are at 
our 2012 Conference at the Sheraton Syracuse University
Hotel& Conference Center Sunday September 9th through
Wednesday September 12th, then read on.  Information on
two shopping experiences within the City limits follow.

Armory Square is about a mile and a half from the
Conference Center in downtown Syracuse.  The architecture
of the buildings in the area is mostly from the middle 1800s
to the early 1900s.   At its center is the Milton J. Rubenstein
Museum of Science and Technology. Surrounding the 
center are restaurants, bars, night clubs, coffee houses, and
many small shops.  “Urban Outfitters” is among the newest
arrivals.  Others include: Armory Art Association, Balle 31,
Inc, Elsbeth Rose, Eureka Crafts, Eva’s Boutique, Isadorea,
James Bass Photography, Jet Black, Mallard Tobacconist,
Mr. Shop, Showoffs Boutique, Sound Garden, Sweet on
Chocolate, and Way Off the Beaten Path.  You will find more
information at: www.armorysquareofsyracuse.com

Destiny USA will be the 5th largest mall in the US.  It was originally the “Carousal Center”
and will morph into “Destiny USA,” a brand new 2.4 million square foot shopping destination,
on August 2nd, just in time for your arrival.  It is less than four miles from the Conference
Center. The list of “new” venues within “Destiny USA” gets longer and longer: Michael Kors,
Saks Off 5th, BCBG Max Azria, Brooks Brothers, Villa Footwear, Jos A Bank, Off Broadway
Shoes, Guess Factory Store, Max Mara, Hicky Freeman HMX, Hugo Boss, Salvatore
Ferragamo, Chico’s Outlet, Hartstrings, Dress Barn, Pet Fashions, Johnston & Murphy, Ecko
Unltd, Lenix China, and Hartmann Luggage, Quicksilver, DC Shoes, Wilson’s Leather,
Ultimate Electronics, Papaya, 77kids by American Eagle, Sephora, and the trendy women’s
fashion accessories store XSRE. While you are shopping, new venues for your dining 
pleasure include: P.F. Chang’s, The Melting Pot, Cantina Laredo, Gordon Biersch Brewery
Restaurant, and Toby Keith’s I Love This Bar and Grill. They have also added some 
entertainment venues as well: Regal Cinemas IMAX 3D and RPX screens, Pole Position
Raceway - an indoor electric go-cart facility, AJA, Revolutions - a state of the art bowling
alley. Stay updated by checking their website: www.destinyusa.com or on Facebook (Destiny
USA) or Twitter @DestinyUSA.  See you in September! 

© Wainwright Photography

© Wainwright Photography
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Nominating Committee Seeks
Candidates

The following officers of the SMA will be elected at the Annual Conference 

PRESIDENT ELECT - THREE VICE PRESIDENTS • TREASURER • FOUR DIRECTORS

What’s Expected of New Directors

Five Directors of the Association will be elected at the Annual Meeting.  The term of a Director is three years. Occasionally, a

vacancy requires that an additional Director must also be elected to complete a partial term. There will be one additional director

elected for a two year term.

Each Director will be expected to attend all five Executive Committee meetings which are held each year.  Two of these

meetings are held during each Annual Conference. The first is held in the afternoon on the Sunday on which the conference

begins. The second conference meeting (which, of course, is the first meeting for Directors newly elected during the Conference)

is held in the morning of the Wednesday on which the Conference concludes.

Additionally, a Saturday Executive Committee meeting is held each December, March and June at various locations

throughout the State.  These locations are selected by the President.  Travel costs relating to the three Saturday meetings, including

applicable lodging, will be reimbursed by the Association.

Each Director will be assigned to one or more of the Association’s committees by the President and will be expected to 

participate as directed by the Committee(s)’ chair. 

The SMA Nominating Committee seeks qualified members (sitting Town or Village Justices) for these 
positions. Association members are asked to complete the form below, submit a current resume and indicate 
why the judge(s) would be suitable candidate(s) for a leadership position in the SMA and return to:

Hon. H. John Kramer — Chairperson, Nominating Committee
NYS Magistrates Association — 163 Delaware Ave., Delmar, NY 12054

Deadline: August 10, 2012             Nominations will not be accepted after this date.

NOMINEE INFORMATION

Name: ______________________________ Position of: ________________________

Present Judicial Title: ____________________________________________________

Municipality: Town/Village of: ____________________________________________

Submitted by: (name of member) __________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________
Please attach candidate(s) resume(s)
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Dear Member,

As in the past, all certified sitting Justices, who are members in good 
standing of NYSMA and registered for the conference, attending the 

New York State Magistrates Association Annual Meeting on Monday,
September 10th @ 4:30 pm will  be reimbursed by the State through

the Unified Court System for one (1) night of lodging and mileage at the 
current State rate, unless living within 35 miles of the conference site. The

remaining expense is eligible for reimbursement by your town or village. (Necessary expenses, including
transportation, meals, room and registration fees incurred by fully authorized municipal 
officials and employees are properly reimbursable from municipal funds pursuant to §77-b of
the General Municipal Law).

Accredited Advanced Training Courses will be offered by the NYS Unified Court system 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. September 11 & 12, 2012 with the minimum of 6 elective 
credits offered.

In order to expedite registration, we urge you to Pre-Register.

FEES: Pre-Registration: $50.00: On-site Registration $75.00

All members participating in any portion of the conference are required to pay the fee, which
covers the many detailed arrangements necessary for a successful conference. For your convenience,
receipts will be available at our registration desk.

On behalf of President Barlet and your Executive Committee members, we urge you to attend. It is a 
great time to renew old acquaintances, make new ones, to learn, speak your thoughts, vote, enjoy — and
help celebrate our 103rd Anniversary.

Please note Registration and Fees for the Conference and Hotel are separate.

MAGISTRATE REGISTRATION FORM
• If you are not pre-registered, the Hotel will not hold a room

The 103rd Conference of the New York State Magistrates Association
Sheraton Syracuse University - Syracuse, NY

Name: __________________________________________________ Town Justice of: ______________________________

Address: ________________________________________________ Village Justice of: ______________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________ E-mail (Please Print): __________________________

County: __________________________________________________ Current Co. President: __________________________

Guest’s Full Name if Attending: _____________________________      Court Clerk: Y _________________  N ____________
NAME TAG WILL BE PROVIDED

TRAINING PART I: _______  PART II ______ IS THIS YOUR FIRST CONFERENCE  Y_________ N_________

Fee: $50 must be received by  8/9/12 — Non-Refundable after 8/17/12

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:    NYS Magistrates Association
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NYSMA Member Recognition

ARE YOU A SITTING JUSTICE WITH 20 OR MORE

YEARS OF SERVICE?

If so please let us know. At the Annual Conference, members of the Magistrates
Association will be recognized for 20 or more years of service as a magistrate. This is done in
increments of five years; 20, 25, 30 etc.

The Membership and Pins Committee have been recognizing Justices who have 20 or more
years of service as a Justice. The problem is, that we don’t know who some of you are. We do
NOT have good records on when some of our members became a Judge. (They joined before
we started computerizing our records.) If you have more than 20 years and you have not
received a pin* recognizing that fact, send your name, the name of your Municipality, your
home address and the date that you first became a sitting Justice. Send the information to the
Membership and Pins Committee, NYSMA, 163 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054.

*Previous Recipients are on record and need not re-apply.

Member Name: ____________________________________________ Town/Village: ______________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

First Presided/Year: ____________ County: __________________________________________ Years of Service: ______

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

President of County Association: __________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________________

Please Note: Deadline for Application is August 3, 2012

Send To: New York State Magistrates Association • 163 Delaware Avenue, Delmar, NY 12054
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Eugene W. Salisbury 

Magistrate of the Year Award

To: All Sitting Justices
It is June and time to look ahead to the 2012 Annual Magistrates Conference, which is in Syracuse, NY. One

of the highlights of the annual gathering is the presentations of the Magistrate of the Year award. This award, 
recognizes a judge for contribution to the judiciary, as well as his or her community.

I am certain that each of you has knowledge of an individual who is deserves to be considered for the award.
Who among you has contributed to the improvement and overall effectiveness of the judiciary? Who has shown
that contributing to the betterment of the community is what justice is all about? Who has gained your association’s
respect because of outstanding contribution?

Please consider and Nominate a person that deserves this Recognition. Keep in mind that this award depends
on the participation of each of you.

When considering your Nomination(s), please consider the guidelines below.

Hon. Thomas L. Schroeder,  Chair of The 2012 Magistrate of the Year Committee

As a person:
…Do they display honesty, trustworthiness and behavior
that benefits a member of the judiciary? 

…Do they command respect from others and show confidence
in their actions? 

…Have they remained free of legal and ethical infractions
and troubles? 

…Is this person considered to be a good solid citizen by the
members of his or her community?

As a judge:
…Have they remained free from even the appearance of
impropriety? 

…Do they exhibit sound temperament, attentiveness,
patience and impartiality while on the bench? 

…Have they been on the bench long enough to show that
they command the respect of their community electorate?

…Have they enhanced the integrity and knowledge of local
judicial community? 

…Have they remained free of consideration of personal 
popularity or public notoriety? 

…Do they command the respect of his or her peers as a judge?

…Has this Judge asserted sound and constructive leadership
in the Magistrates Associations.

As a member of the judicial community:
…Have they actively participated in the local Magistrate
Association?

…Have they made a significant effort to enhance the 
integrity, effectiveness and prestige of the Town and 
Village Courts? 

…Have they been involved in local or state level legislation
that leads to improving the judiciary?

…Has his or her contact with the public at large resulted 
in constructive actions toward improving the Town and
Village Courts?

Applications should include a resume and other 
supporting documentation and letters from the local
judicial, legal, and public officials who have knowledge
of the nominee. Supported self nominations are allowed.

Submit packages to:
New York Magistrates Association

163 Delaware Ave. Suite 108 •  Delmar, NY 12054

Applications must be in by August 3, 2012
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the structure, support, and positive relationships with
adults that they need so they can hold their heads up
and nurture their dreams.”

Broader Reforms

New York’s transfer of 16- and 17-year old youth to its
adult criminal justice system occurred during a shift
toward “tougher” juvenile sanctioning practices. The
Sentencing Project, a Washington, DC-based policy
group, reported recently, however, that 1998 was the
peak year nationally for confining young people in
adult jails and prisons. Along these lines, New York’s
juvenile detention population has decreased significantly
over the past decade, starting well before Governor
Paterson’s juvenile justice task force report of 2009.  

In 2009, Commissioner Gladys Carrion of the Office
of Children and Family Services had already opened
New York State’s juvenile detention system to public
scrutiny. She argued that youth development needed
to replace punishment. She added that too many
young people, especially youth of color, were being
incarcerated, although secure and non-secure detention
rates had been dropping in many upstate and Long
Island counties for a few years.

Governor Paterson’s task force was established in
response to a scathing report from the Civil Rights
Division of the U.S. Department of Justice that 
condemned conditions such as physical abuse, 
inadequate services, and unprofessional staff 
treatment of young people in custody at four New
York State juvenile “residential centers.”

In significant part, the task force report centered 
on the sanctioning of young offenders, giving 
strong preference for community-based treatment.
“Institutionalizing young people should be the choice
of absolute last resort,” the report stated, “reserved
only for those who pose such a serious threat that no
other solution would protect public safety. For the
small fraction of youth who do need to be placed in an
institutional facility, the state should treat and 
rehabilitate them, not hurt and harden them. In all
other cases, young people can be well served, and the
public kept safe, by community-based supports and
services that align with best practices in the field.” 

In order to achieve these objectives, the Paterson
report suggested revising the state’s Family Court Act

so that youth could only be detained if they posed 
“a significant risk to public safety” and no other 
alternatives were available. Also, the report encouraged
the use of validated risk instruments to guide placement
decisions, the expanded use of evidence-based 
practices as alternatives to detention, implementation
of a continuum of alternative-to-placement options
that have increasingly heightened levels of supervision
and services, and the retrofitting of detention facilities
to emphasize “positive youth development and 
rehabilitation.”

If incarcerated, the Governor’s report argued that
youth should be placed nearer to their homes, within
reasonable travelling distance from their families,
who would then have an easier opportunity to maintain
contact with them. Most recently, in a budget briefing
this past January, Governor Andrew Cuomo
announced a “Close to Home” initiative, building
upon Governor Paterson’s recommendations, that
would allow New York City youth to be detained –
and treated - nearer to their home neighborhoods. 

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg supports this shift 
in decades-long practice. If fully implemented, 
approximately 400 youths are expected to transfer
from state to local custody to “receive appropriate
services based on their needs, including, but not 
limited to, educational, behavioral, mental health, and
substance abuse services.”

All of this recent focus on reducing juvenile detention
has come, as John Jay College of Criminal Justice
President Jeremy Travis later pointed out in his 
introductory remarks to an April 2011 conference on
juvenile justice reform that was held at the New York
Law School, with an escalating stream of supportive
proposals (and programs) aimed to enable and
enhance local community (and state) reliance on
deinstitutionization. Unlike in the 1960s and 1970s
with the deinstitutionalization of mental health 
facilities, community and state agencies seem in
agreement about the need for establishing community-
based interventions and services that address the 
day-to-day and long-term needs of those young 
persons being released from custody.

One example: In 2006, according to Nancy Fishman
of the Center for Court Innovation, New York City
started to reduce its reliance on youth detention 
and to improve the quality of its community-based

Juvenile Justice Reform Cont…
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supervision of young offenders through new risk-
assessment instruments (designed to establish a 
person’s risk of failing to appear or reoffending) and
a range of alternatives to detention (designed to 
provide a continuum of care). Three years later, the
Center for Court Innovation teamed up with a Staten
Island social service agency to provide options for low
to moderate-risk kids without family or others who
were available to offer housing. This group of young 
people, research found, was especially susceptible to 
misdemeanor arrests and detention.

The Staten Island program that emerged from this
partnership was based on “respite care.” According to
Fishman, “The respite care model has generally been
used to help family members or guardians who are
responsible for taking care of someone with a serious
illness or chronic disability or, in the child welfare
context, to help parents at risk of losing custody of a
child because of abuse or neglect. The respite
approach helps stabilize families in times of crisis 
or stress by providing temporary relief for primary
caregivers. Respite models have also been used,
though on a more limited basis, in cases of status
offenders. In those cases, the respite model provides
status offenders with a cooling-off period of a few
weeks to a month during which the child and family
members live apart – as an alternative in some cases,
to placing the youth in nonsecure detention or foster
care – and benefits both the child and the family.”

In this program, young people are matched with 
program-trained extended family members for 21
days, the family offers supervision and monitors peer
associations, and clinical teams support family 
members and conduct evaluations of the youth in
respite care. At the same time, other program staff
members work with the young person’s biological 
parents “to help them prepare for the young person’s
return home.”
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The first Four County Magistrates Association Invitational Dinner and Training session bringing together Judges, their support personnel, 
and spouses and friends from Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, and Rensselaer Counties was recently held at Kozels Restaurant in Ghent, NY. 
Peter Gerstenzang, senior partner in the Albany Law Firm of Gerstenzang, O’Hern, Hickey, Sills, and Gerstenzang presented the hour-long program,
Evidence and Courtroom Procedure.

Attending were Judges representing thirty-five town and village courts in the four counties.
Representing Columbia County Magistrates (CCMA): Hon. George Wittlinger, T/Ancram, Hon. Thomas Dias, T/Ancram (Retired), Hon.

William Hogencamp, T/Austerlitz, Hon. Lew Hatch, T/Canaan, Hon. Delena Schaefer, T/Canaan, Hon. James Borgia-Forster, T/Chatham, Hon. Doris Appel,
T/Chatham (Retired), Hon. Michael Brandon, T/Claverack (1st Vice-Pres. CCMA), Hon. Charles Hoag, T/Claverack and V/Philmont, Hon. Ron Banks,
T/Clermont, Hon. John Spencer, T/Copake, Hon. Tia Denenberg, T/Gallatin, Hon. Fred Schultz, T/Gallatin, Hon. Wendy Nack-Lawlor, T/Germantown
(2nd Vice-Pres. CCMA), Hon. Michael Bruno, T/Ghent, Hon. Francis Abitale, T/Greenport, Hon. Mark Cawley, T/Hillsdale, Hon. Russ Immarigeon,
T/Hillsdale, Hon. Harold Horner, T/Stockport (Treas. CCMA), Hon. Dr. Carrie A. O’Hare, T/Stuyvesant (Pres. CCMA), and Hon. Jeffrey Tallackson,
T/Taghkanic. Also present were Hon. Richard Koweek, Columbia County Court Judge, and Hon. John Conner, Hudson City Court Judge.  

Representing Dutchess County Magistrates (DCMA): Hon. Jonah Triebwasser, V/Red Hook (Pres. DCMA), Hon. John Kane, T/Rhinebeck 
and V/Rhinebeck, Hon. Donna Marinacci, Administrative Law Judge, Hon. Frederick Romig, T/East Fishkill, Hon. Paul Banner, T/Poughkeepsie, and
Hon. Stephen O’Hare, T/LaGrange.

Representing Greene County Magistrates (GCMA): Hon. Tanja Sirago, T/Cairo (Pres. GCMA and Exec. Director NYS Magistrates Association),
Hon. Christopher Mattiace, T/Windham, Hon. Richard Schrieber, T/Greenville, Hon. Jens Lobb, T/Greenville, Hon. James Robinson, T/Athens, 
Hon. Robert Blain, T/Prattsville, and Hon. Donald Olsen, T/Prattsville.

Representing Rensselaer County Magistrates (RCMA): Hon. Paul Peter, T/Schodack, Hon. Bruce Wagner, T/Schodack, Hon. Amy Manchester,
T/Petersburg, Hon. Ken Marbot, T/Pittstown, Hon. Gregory Kronau, T/Poestenkill, Hon. Larry Kronau, T/Brunswick, and Hon. Megan Malone, 
T/North Greenbush. 

About My County Association

4 County Magistrates Association Invitational Dinner & Training

Left to Right:
Hon. David Daniels   T/Guilford    Vice President
Hon. Joan Kline   T/Guilford    President
Hon. Nelson Lucier   T/McDonough    Secretary
Hon. Alta Martin   T/Greece    Treasurer

Chenango County Magistrates Association
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About My County Association

Columbia County Magistrates 
The Columbia County Magistrates Association elected their new slate of officers on

Friday. 21 elected Town and Village Judges were present along with County Judges, City
Judges, and other elected officials including members of the Columbia County Sheriffs Dept.
and the New York State Police. 

The first order of business was to pledge allegiance to a special flag that had flown over
the Capitol and at half staff for fallen soldiers in the 20th Congressional District. The
flag was provided by Congressman Chris Gibson’s Office. 

Judge O’Hare had requested a special flag as a reminder to keep focused on what is
truly important especially in the lives of the people who come before us. The members of the
Columbia County Magistrates Association proudly serve 24/7 365 days a year with Duty,
Honor, and Justice.

Pictured left to right are: Hon. Harold Horner, Treasurer; Hon. Wendy Nack-Lawlor,
Second Vice-President; Hon. Michael Brandon, First Vice-President; Hon. Dr. Carrie A. O’Hare,
President and the Hon. George B. Ceresia, Jr., Third Judicial District Administrative Judge
who administered the swearing in ceremony for the newly elected officers.  The event was
held at the Blue Stores Restaurant in Livingston, NY. 

Photo credit: Lance Wheeler

County Exec Addresses Local Judges

Dutchess County Executive Marcus Molinaro spoke at the recent
dinner meeting of the Dutchess County Magistrates Association
at Copperfield’s Restaurant in Millbrook. Mr. Molinaro discussed
with the local judges such diverse issues as the status of the
local criminal justice system, the availability of mental health
services in the County and the planning for the future of the
Dutchess County Jail.

Shown in the photograph, from left to right, are Dutchess
Magistrates Association President Hon. Jonah Triebwasser (Town
and Village of Red Hook); Dutchess Magistrates Association
Secretary Hon. Casey Mc Cabe (Town of North East);
Magistrates Vice President Christi Acker (Town of Pine Plains);
Dutchess County Executive Marcus J. Molinaro; and Dutchess
Magistrates Association Treasurer Hon. Frank Christensen
(Town of Milan).

Photo by Lori Urbin

Chief Administrative Judge Addresses Local Judges

The Hon. A. Gail Prudenti, Chief administrative Judge of 
New York, was the guest speaker at the recent dinner of the
Dutchess County Magistrates Association. Judge Prudenti spoke
about the vital part Town and Village Courts play in the state’s
justice system.

Shown in the photograph, from left to right, are Dutchess
Magistrates Association President Hon. Jonah Triebwasser (Town
and Village of Red Hook); Hon. A. Gail Prudenti, Chief
Administrative Judge of New York; Magistrates Vice President
Christi Acker (Town of Pine Plains); Dutchess Magistrates
Association Secretary Hon. Casey McCabe (Town of North
East) and Dutchess Magistrates Association Treasurer Hon.
Frank Christiansen (Town of Milan).

Photo by Steve Patterson

Dutchess County Magistrates
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Monroe County Magistrates

About My County Association

On December 22, 2011 at Oak Hill Country Club, they swore in their newly-elected officers.

The first photo is: Supreme Court Justice Alex R. Renzi (left) swearing in newly-elected President John E. Bernacki, Jr (right).

The second photo: (Seated, left to right):  Hon. Michael Sciortino, Trustee; Supreme Court Justice Alex R. Renzi; Hon. Robert Conners,
Secretary.

(Standing, left to right): Hon. Joseph Valentino, Vice President; Hon. Thomas DiSalvo, Trustee; Hon. John E. Bernacki, Jr., President; Hon.
Allyn Hammel, Trustee; Hon. Richard Moffett, Treasurer

Rensselaer County Magistrates

Rensselaer County Magistrates’ Association started its year 2012 with 
a 1 elective credit presentation on Judicial Wellness, given by Hon.
Vincent J. Reilly, Jr., Justice, Supreme Court 4th Judicial District, on
January 24, 2012 at the Lakeview Inn, Averill Park. Among those in
attendance were Hon. George B. Ceresia Jr., who is our Administrative
Judge for the 3rd Judicial District and who is also the Supervising Judge
for the 3rd Judicial District Town and Village Courts. Hon. Robert M.
Jacon, County Judge, also attended. The new President of the Rensselaer
County Magistrates’ Association, elected January 24, 2012, is Hon.
Patrick J. McKenna, Town
Justice, Poestenkill. Hon.
Gregory T. Kronau, Town
Justice, Poestenkill, was 
re-elected as Treasurer.
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STATE OF NEW YORK: COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
JUSTICE COURT: VILLAGE OF BRONXVILLE

People of the State of New York

- vs -

Gloria T. Nimo

Decision & Order

FACTS

The defendant was arraigned on October 6, 2010 for
the crimes of Grand Larceny in the third degree, Identity
Theft and Forgery in the second degree; all felonies.  A
plea of not guilty was entered and bail in the amount of
$10,000 cash or bond was set.

On October 20, 2010 a bail bond in the sum of
$10,000 was posted and the defendant was released on
bail.

On May 18, 2011 with a view disposition, the
Accusatory Instrument was replaced with a Misdemeanor
Information and the defendant plead guilty to Petit
Larceny, a class A misdemeanor, with the promise of
three (3) years probation, $13,254.41¹ in restitution, a
five (5) year Order of Protection and a surcharge of
$205.00.

On October 19, 2011 a bench warrant was issued
when the defendant did not appear for sentencing.  At
the request of the Bail Bondsman, the forfeiture of the
bail was stayed until November 16, 2011 at which time
the bail was forfeited by the Court.  

The District Attorney’s Office initially agreed that
the Financial Officer of the Village should institute an
action for recovery of the amount of the bond under 
CPL § 540.20 and upon collection thereof it should be
paid over to the Treasurer of the Village.  They have
reconsidered and now argue that the District Attorney
should initiate the action under CPL § 540.10 and upon
collection thereof, it should be paid over to the County.
The Village Prosecutor representing the financial officer
of the Village and relying on Section 540.20 of the CPL
was ready to commence an action for the sum of money
specified in the bond.

The Court proposed to the District Attorney that
either the District Attorney or the Village Prosecutor
proceed with the recovery of the money which would be
held in escrow pending determination of the Office of
Court Administration and/or the Office of the State

Comptroller.  The District Attorney declined this offer
on the ground that it was merely doing a ministerial
function of collecting the money and that they did not
represent the County who they believed should be the
ultimate beneficiary of these moneys. The District
Attorney requested the Court sign a specially prepared
forfeiture order so that they could proceed with an
action.  This Court was not inclined to do so.  Thereafter,
the County Attorney in behalf of the County joined in
the request of the District Attorney.  

The Court sought the counsel of the Office of Court
Administration (resource center) and reviewed Opinions
of the State Comptroller’s Office for precedent and
apparently, and surprisingly, there is none.  This 
decision outlines the reasons why this Court declined the
District Attorney’s request to sign its prepared forfeiture
order and how this matter should proceed.  

The Statute
Section 540.10 of the Criminal Procedure Law 

entitled Forfeiture Of Bail; Generally, directs that where
a bail bond is forfeited, “the District Attorney, within
one hundred twenty days after the adjournment of the
Court at which such bond, was directed to be forfeited,
must proceed against the obligor or obligors who executed
such bond, …” and if “… cash bail, the County
Treasurer with whom it is deposited shall give written
notice of the forfeiture to the person who posted cash
bail ...”.

Section 540.20 of the Criminal Procedure Law, 
entitled Forfeiture of Bail; Certain Local Criminal
Courts, state “Notwithstanding the provision of Section
540.10 when bail has been posted in a City Court, Town
Court or Village Court in connection with a local 
criminal court accusatory instrument, other then a
felony complaint, and thereafter such bail is forfeited,
the following rules are applicable: If such bail consists of
a bail bond.  The financial officer of such city, town or
village must promptly commence an action for the 

¹ Although the maximum restitution on a misdemeanor is $10,000 it can exceed that amount with the consents of the defendant.  Penal

Law § 60.27 (5) (a).
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recovery of the sum of money specified in such bond,
and upon collection thereof shall pay the same over to
the Treasurer or Financial Officer of the City, the
Supervisor of the Town or Treasurer of the Village …”.
Section 540.10 goes on the say that if cash bail was 
posted in a City Court it is the property of such City and
if a Town Court or Village Court it is the property of the
Town or Village (unless otherwise provided by law or if
the property of the State).

The Issue
Section 540.10 applies to forfeitures in Courts other

than local criminal court, it certainly includes felonies
waiting trial pending in Supreme or County Court and
appears to apply in other situations, for example, bail
pending appeal to Appellate Courts.  The procedure in
Section 540.20 on the other hand applies to forfeitures in
local criminal courts including City, Town and Village
Courts.  There is no argument that this includes bail
posted on a pending misdemeanor case where a 
defendant absconds.  The issue is which statute applies
where a criminal case is arraigned as a felony, bail is
posted, the charges are reduced to a misdemeanor and
thereafter the defendant absconds and bail is forfeited.
There are a substantial number of cases where this 
question may arise.  Routinely cases begin as a felony
and are reduced to a misdemeanor for trial or disposition
in local criminal court.

Analysis
Here bail was originally posted on a felony complaint.

The felony complaint was later replaced by a misdemeanor
information.  What happens to the bail?  It no longer
secures the return of the defendant to face the felony
charges that were dismissed but is automatically 
transferred to the misdemeanor information as a matter
of law.  When the forfeiture was ordered the bond 
that was posted was to secure the defendants return on a
misdemeanor.

Section 540.20 states certain rules are applicable “  …
when bail has been posted … (on a) … accusatory
instrument other than a felony complaint and … is 
forfeited, ….”.  Here a forfeiture occurred after bail was
transferred to a misdemeanor information.  In such a
case, under the rules, the Financial Officer of the Village
must commence an action for the recovery of the money
and the amount recovered shall be the property of the
Village (CPL § 540.20 (1).

Section 540.10 discusses the forfeiture of bail generally
and says that if it’s a bail bond the District Attorney
brings the action and if its cash bail, the county treasurer
with whom it is deposited shall give the required written

notice.  We should keep in mind that cash bail is not
deposited with the county treasurers unless and until the
defendant is indicted.  Therefore, this section applies to
indicted felonies.  Section 540.20 applies to lower Courts
and although it says these rules apply on “other than a
felony complaint” there is no rules for a felony complaint
under Section 540.10 or Section 540.20. Therefore, if
there was bail on a felony complaint the Court should
consider whether the case was pending in a lower court
or not, and if it was pending in a lower court follow
Section 540.20.

The Court believes that the statutory scheme is that
CPL § 540.20 pertains to the lower court and CPL § 540.10
pertains to the other courts.  To fail to acknowledge 
that the bond secured the defendant’s return on a 
misdemeanor, when the defendant absconded, or in
some way try to justify that it was securing the return of
the defendant on a felony, that was dismissed, would be
contrary to the intent of these statures.

Of interest is the State Comptroller’s Opinion 88-39
where a felony occurred in a Village but the felony was
pending in the Town Court.  The bail on that felony 
complaint was forfeited and the question presented was,
does the Village where the felony occurred receive the
money or does the Town.  The State Comptroller ignored
the language “… other than a felony complaint …” in
Section 540.20 and found that the money should be
turned over to the Town.

Conclusion
The Court is not inclined to comply with the request

of the District Attorney. While the matter has been 
pending the Village Prosecutor, representing the
Financial Officer of the Village negotiated the return of
the monies owed and awaits the payment of same.  After
recovery of the monies the Village must pay the forfeited
bail to the State Comptroller on or before the tenth day
of the month next succeeding such recovery as required
by law, see Handbook for Town and Village Justices and
Court Clerks and the State Finance Law § 99 - a. 
The State Comptroller will, as they do in every case,
determine whether such monies belong to the Village,
the State or the County.  The District Attorney’s Office
and the County Attorney will have an opportunity to
further argue their position to the State Comptroller
before it makes a determination and the matter is 
finally settled.

Bronxville, N.Y.
March 21, 2012

So Ordered
George R. Mayer

Decision & Order Cont…
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_____  1.  If you are called to do an arraignment and the offense was NOT allegedly committed in your municipality, you
should first inquire as to the

a.  estimated time of arrival at the court
b.  availability of the court of geographic jurisdiction

_____  2.  If dispatch tells you that they have an E felony DWI and that neither the court in the municipality where the offense
occurred nor any of the adjoining courts to that court are available, you should tell them

a.  you will be available at the court in about 20 minutes
b.  you have no jurisdiction and therefore cannot do the arraignment

_____  3.  If dispatch tells you that they have a subject in custody on a warrant for a B felony and neither the court which issued
the warrant nor any of the adjoining courts to that court are available, you should tell them

a.  you will be available at the court in about 20 minutes
b.  you have no jurisdiction and therefore cannot do the arraignment

_____  4.  If dispatch calls and says that a subject has been arrested without a warrant for Rape 3rd and that neither the court
where the offense occurred nor any of the adjoining courts are available 

a.  you can arraign the defendant
b.  you have no jurisdiction to do the arraignment

_____  5.  The court arraigns a defendant who is charged with a felony and already has two felony convictions.  The court 
a.  may set bail only if the arresting officer agrees
b.  cannot order recognizance or bail

_____  6.  If the D.A. has recommended $5000 bail on a felony but you have not received a rap sheet, you must
a.  hold the defendant without bail
b.  dismiss the charge without prejudice

_____  7.   A defendant whom you know has moved to an adjoining county and failed to appear on a misdemeanor.  Said defendant
a.  is home free
b.  may be arrested in that adjoining county 

_____  8.  If a warrant for a non-felony matter is endorsed by your court
a.  only your court can do the arraignment
b.  any local criminal court within the county can do the arraignment

_____  9.  If you set bail at an alternate arraignment and it is posted, you should
a.  send the money to Audit and Control at the end of the month
b.  deposit it and cut a check to the unavailable court

_____  10.  If the complainant in an alternative arraignment situation wishes a temporary order of protection, you should
a.  issue said order
b.  direct him/her to the court of geographic jurisdiction

_____  Bonus  If Judge Quinn was in charge, when the court of geographic jurisdiction was unavailable, the defendant would be
a.  held until the court became available regardless of how long that was
b.  arraigned before any local criminal court that was available
c.  taken before any village court within an adjoining town that is embraced by that town
d.  arraigned in any village court within an adjoining town that is partially embraced by that town
e.  arraigned in his court so that he might enhance his reputation
f.  taken before the court whose name dispatch draws from a hat containing the names of all town and village

courts in the county

Quiz of the Month This quarter’s questions come from the Core A training manual. “Alternate
Arraignments”.        Choose the correct answer



Provide A Public Service with NYSP 
 

THE NYSP DRIVER IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM IS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE  
 

New York Safety Program (NYSP) announces a new convenient way to provide driver safety education benefits. The
NYSP 6-Hour PIRP (Point and Insurance Reduction Program) is now available online as well as in the classroom. That
means violators may participate in the NYSP driver improvement program from any computer with an internet
Connection 24/7. In the development of the online version of the syllabus we were careful to include security and the
integrity you rely on and expect from NYSP. Because of the use of superior technology and adherence to a proven
curriculum the NYSPOLINE.com website represents the best program of its kind.

NYSP classroom courses are also available at conveniently located classroom facilities with classes scheduled in two
parts during the evening on weekdays or in one session on the weekend.

 

 

NYSP provides feedback to the court! 
For years NYSP has provided information regarding violator participation in the classroom PIRP course for

analytic purposes. This feedback has always been provided by NYSP at no cost to municipalities through the NYSP
Court Referral Program. The same service is now available for the internet version of the NYSP PIRP class.

Use the contact information provided below to get the details on how to participate in this program.     

 

WHY WE WANT YOU TO ENCOURAGE VIOLATORS TO TAKE THIS COURSE: 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation, “In 2008,
there were an estimated 5,811,000 police-reported traffic crashes, in which 37,261 people were killed and 2,346,000
people were injured; 4,146,000 crashes involved property damage only.” “An average of 102 people died each day in
motor vehicle crashes in 2008 — one every 14 minutes.” A comprehensive study released on May 9, 2002, by the
NHTSA shows that the economic impact of motor vehicle crashes on America’s roadways has reached $230.6 billion per
year, or an average of $820 for every person living in the United States. The NHTSA study, The Economic Impact of
Motor Vehicle Crashes 2000, also estimates the annual economic cost of roadway crashes: $61 billion in lost workplace
productivity, $20.2 billion in lost household productivity, $59 billion in property damage, $32.6 billion in medical costs
and $25.6 billion in travel delay costs. All told the cost of motor vehicle crashes in the United States has reached 2.3
percent of the U.S. gross domestic product.

And, from Money Magazine, 5/03, p.89: “crashes remain the leading cause of death for Americans, ages one to 34.”

                
POINT & INSURANCE REDUCTION PROGRAM
 

 

Statewide: (800) 942-6874 • info@nysp.com • www.NYSP.com 
 

NEW YORK STATE DEPT OF MOTOR VEHICLES APPROVED 
 

NYSP Affiliations include: 

• County Legislators and Supervisors (CLAS) • New York Conference of Mayors (NYCOM) • New York State Association of Counties
(NYSAC) • Federation of New York Insurance Professionals (FNYIP) • New York Federation of Professional Health Educators

(NYSFPHE) • District Council 37 (DC37) • Civil Service Employees Association (CSEA) • Catholic Schools Administrators
Association of New York (CSAA)

Effectiveness of the NYSP Program; The last effectiveness study of the program indicates that it results in
35% reduction in traffic accidents and a 65% reduction in traffic violations

On the Internet 24 hours a day 365 days a year
Or conveniently scheduled classroom courses available near you

NYSP
NEW YORK SAFETY PROGRAM



163 Delaware Avenue, Suite 108
Delmar, New York 12054

  
      Leaders in Service & Training since 1974 

 

The National Traffic Safety Institute not only offers the NY DMV approved 6-hour defensive 

driving/traffic safety course, we also provide effective and cost efficient educational solutions to courts, 

probation departments and individuals.  

 

Court Diversion – Awareness Programs 
Our programs/workshops can be used as a sentencing alternative or court avoidance tool. In addition 

employers can use our training materials as a valuable in-house employee training and development 

program. 

 
Theft/Consumer Awareness Workshop (Adults & Youth): 

Instructor led 4-6-8 hour class. Completion certificate available 

 

Anger Awareness Workshop Level 1 (Adults & Youth): 

Instructor led 6-8-16 hour class. Completion certificate available 

 

Alcohol/Drug Awareness Education Program (Adults only) 

Focus:  Important information on alcohol and other drugs .Instructor 

led 8 hour class. Completion certificate available 

 

 

Civic Responsibility Life Skills Program (Adults Only): 

Focus: Personal Choices; Values; Action Planning & more 

Instructor led 6 hour workshop. Completion certificate available 

 

Youth Success Workshop (Youth Only) 

Focus: Peer Pressure, Self-Image, Goal Planning & more 

Instructor led 4 hour workshop. Completion certificate available 

 

 

6 Hour Defensive Driving Classes 
(Available online or classroom) 

NTSI’s New York Defensive Driving course contains the most current information on defensive driving, 

traffic laws, collision avoidance, and the affects of alcohol and drugs on drivers. NTSI is a DMV-licensed 

Sponsoring agency approved since 1979.  Attendees can receive 10% on liability insurance, reduce up to 4 

points on their license (if applicable) and certificate is good for 3 years. 

 

For more information visit our website WWW.NTSI.COM or contact us at 
1.800.733.6874, email at ntsine@ntsi.com  or fax us at 718.720.7021 

201 Edward Curry Avenue, Suite 206, Staten Island, NY 10314 




